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1 Ns TR UCTION | 


IN THE 


Chriſtian Religion, Oc. 


„ 5 


07 Religion in general, and mY the Sink 1 and 
Kaj on, of the Chi Wes Wiz, in 9 = 


Quett. 1. - HAT do you lend by m 3 
5 0 Anſw. By Religion, 1 . 

the Performance of all thoſe Duties 

we owe to 8 to other Men, and to our ſelves, ari- 


ſing from a Principle of Love to God, and to Mann- 

kind zor thus: Pure Religion, and undefiled before God. 

even the Fatſier, is this; to viſit the Fatherleſs and Wi-- 

dows in their Affliction, and to keep our ſelves un- 
ſpotted from the World; to love the Lord our Gd 

with all bur Hearts, and our Neighbours as our ſelves; 

and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in this pre: 
ent World; James 1. 27. Mat. 22.34 --- 40. Tit. 2. 42. 2 
WH Queft 2+ bat is the firſt Principle of all Religion? ? 


MH Aru. Thie firſt and leading Frinciple of all Keligion 
is, To believe that there is a God, the Maker of all things, by gh 

and che ſupreme Governor of the World; Heb. 12. Mo „ 
Queſt. 3 How does it appear that there it a Gό i 
Anu. By the things that are made it evideatl 
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2. 


8 14 
pen War . 1s an eternal Power . Goatherds 5 1 
rit 


Rom. 1. 20. 
Qieſt 4 How do you prove that this eternal Beings | 


this firſt Cauſe, is moſt powerful, wiſe, and good ? | 
Anſw, Thar th: eternal Being, and firſt Gauſe of al, 


9 hings, is poſſe.jed of infinite Power, Wiſdom 75 | 


Goodnels, appears from the Effects he has produce 
for, ſince we ourſelves and all other Beings, have derived 


82 Exiſtence, and all the powers we have, from him, it 


- piain, he muſt be po. eſſed ot Almigity power; ſince 


= are endu'd with Reaſon and Uriderſtanding, wrh . 
Knowiedge and Wiſdom, he, who made us, muſt,” 


ot Ne eſſity, be an intelligent Being; and ſince he has im- 


Planted in us uch Degrees « f Perfection, ſuch good and 
virrucu> Aﬀections, and ſuch Capacities of Happineſe, as 


we fi id our ſelves poſſeſſed of, we muſt conclude, that 


be is a B. ing of moſt petect Govudnels, P/al. 94. 10, 11. 
Queſt. 5. Can you give any further Iiluſtratiou of thisf 


Fe 7 
Anſw, M hen we look up unto the Heavens, and con- 
ſi ler the Sun, the Mon, and the Stars; when we look 


_ downwards to the Earch, and conſider all the Conveni- 


encies it affords us; when we reflect on the S: ructure and 
Frame of our own Bodies, and when we conſider the 


Variety, the Order and Harmony that is to be obſer- 


ved in all theſe, we cannot but diſcern many plain In- 
ſtances of De ign and Contrivance, of Almighty Power 


and overfl wing Goodneſs, Pal. 8 and 19. 4.6. and 


33. 5. and 104 24. and 139. 14- 15. 16. Ack, 14. 
17. and 85 25, 28. 

-Queſt. 6 . Hath God made any Revelation of bis 27 I 10 
Mas kinda? 
Anſ. Beſides the Light of Nature, which he hath 
afforded unto all Men, he hath at fundry Times, and 
in divers Manners, ſpoken, in Times paſt, unto the 
Fathers by the rophets, and, in theſe laft Days, he: 


bath ſpoken unto — his Son, Rom. 2. 14. Heb. Tos 


1 2. 


Queſt. 7. bur of 


Wu underſtand by the Light of Nature? 
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aule, who is moſt powerful, wiſe and good. 
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. By the 1 N W [underſtand yas bee "" A 
| ' of moral Good and Evil, which God bath implanted” © NY 
In. our minds; and that Reaſon and Underſtand:irghe 
bath given us, by which he hath made bimſelt TW. t 
us, and ſhewed us what is good. and what he bach 1 
quired of us. 5 
Queſt. 8. What need was there of any other Repelation 
be ſiaes the Light of Nature? 8 
' Anſw.'\ he Necellity of SOM P'S Revelation, beſides 8 
tbe Light of Nature, ariſes from this: That Mankind, 
in every Age, had greatly corrupted their Ways; they 
ſoon ſunk into Idolatry and groſs Ignorance concerning 
God and Religion, and, in Proceſs ot Time, had abuſed 
the natural Light that God had given them, ſo tar as al- 
moſt to extinguiſh ir, which render'd a Divine Revelation 
highly needful and expedient ; and therefore God, in his 
great compaſſion to MY was graciouſly pleaſed to 
ſend them Prophets from Time to Time, to inſtruct 
them in Religion, and reform their Lives; andatlength, 
ent his own Son into the World, to publiſh by himſelf * 
and his Apoſtles; the laſt and moſt perfect Revelation of 
his Will, that he intended to make; and which might _ 
be of ſtanding and general Ule to all Nations and all 
Ages of the World, Gen. 6. 5. Ads 17. 22,5-= JL. 
Rom. I. 21, 4.3» Edd." 4. 37. £3; 296: 
Quett. 9. How doth it appear that the Prophets of ol old, 
and, in the ſe laſt Days, Feſus Chriſt and his Avoſtles, were. 
ſens by God, to GR his Will to the World? _ 
Anſu. Ic appears that they were ſent of God by the 
Doctrines they taught, the Miracles they worked, and 
the Spirit of Prophecy that was in tem. 1 
Queſt. 10 Wha: Was the Nature of the Doctrines they OI 
raught | 5 5 
Anſu. The Deng they taught, were ſuch as were 
every way worthy of God, being arred to promote the _ 
Cauſe of Virtue and true Religion, and thereby the Hap- 
pineſs ot Mankind,” and for this we need only to appeal 
to the Doctrines themſelves, as they are contained in 
the Books of the Old ani New Teftanen's. Pſal. 19. 15 35 4 


— 11. n 24. Sen 5 8 
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= ſuch Doctrines is ſent of God? 0 e 
Anſw. Tnis alone does not prove a Perſon to be ſent 


of God, but is only a neceſſary Qualification in one wbo 
pretends to be ſo; and without which, all the Miracles 
in the World are not a ſufficient Evidence to prove a 


* . 


divine Miſſion. 


Queſt. 12. Du ſaid that the ancient, Prophets and Feſus 5 
© Chriſt with his Apoſtles, proved that they were ſent of Go 
by the Miracles they aurought, tell me 2 10 do you under 


ſtand by a Miracle? 


Anſw. By a Miracle, I underſtand an unuſual and ex- 
traordinary Work done by a Man, or at bis Defire, or 
in his Favour, which yet exceeds all the Art or Power 


of Men to do of themſe ves. 0 


Queſt. 12. What were the Miracles which Moſes, and = 
the Prophets, Chriſt and bis Apoſtl:s, did work, to prove 


their divine Miſſion ? | 


Anſw. They perform'd a great Number of Miracles 


of various Kinds, ſuch as were the Signs and Won- 


ders that Mer did in the Preſence of Pharaoh, and the 


Egyptians ; his opening a Paſſage through the Red-Sea, 
for che Iſraelites; Foſbua doing the like in the River For- 


Aan; the Walls of Fericho falling down, without any. | 
PFoorce laid againſt them, after they had been encompailed. 


about ſeven Days; with ſeveral other Interpoſitions of 


divine Providence in Favour of that People, that are re- 


cCorded in the Hiſtory of the Old Teſtament. Pur the 


Miracles that were done by Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
exceeded all that had ever been done bef re them; for 
our Lord cauſed the blind to receive their Sight, the 


Lame to walk, the Lepers to be cleanſed, the Deaf to 


hear, the Dumb to ſpeak, the Dead to be raiſed; Ax 


one {ime He fed four thouſand Men, beſides Women 
and Children, with ſeven Loaves and a few litttle Fiches, 
and they did all eat, and were filled, and they took up 
of the broken Meat that was left ſeven Baskets full; 
at another Time, be fed five thouſand Men, beſides 
Women and Children, with five Loaves and two Fiſhes 


and they alſo did ell eat and were filled, and they took | 
| 2 : * : u 5 


. : by IH * J 
6 P F <4 'l 
32 8 


Queſt. t 1. How does this prove that @ Perſon, who teach- 


up of the Fragments that remained twelve Baskets full; 

he commanded the Winds and the Seas, and they obey d 
- him ; he walked upon the Water, and enabled Peter, 
one of his Diſciples, to do the like; and after he had 
been crucified by bis Enemies, he roſe again from the 
Dead on the third Day, and at the end of forty Days, 
he aſcended up into Heaven, in a glorious triumphant 
Manner, in the Preſence of his Diſciples; and, ſoon after 
that, he poured forth on his Diſciples, according to his 
Promiſe, the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, ſo that they ſpake 
diſtinctly in all Kinds of Languages, without any pre- 
vious Inſtruction, they performed all the ſame ſorts of 
Miracles that Chriſt had done, beſides divers other Gifts 
of the Spirit, with which they were endued; and many 
of thoſe Miracles were worked by the bare ſpeaking 
of a Word, and ſome of themat a Diſtance. Exod. in 
ſeveral Places. Pſal. 105: 26,--- 36. and 106. 9, Io, 
It. Foſh. 3. 14. 17. and 6. 20. Matt. 11. 5. and 14. 
15 — 21. and 15, 32.— 38. ard 8. 23 ---27. and 
14 22 --- 33. and 27. 2nd 28. Chapters, Acts 2. 1— 
12. John 14. 12. 1 Cor 12 4-— Il. ; 
Queſt. 14. But how do Miracles prove that the Per- 
fon who works them is ſen: of God, ſince we find that the 
Magicians of Egypt worked Miracles, at leaſt what ap- 
peared ſuch to the Spectators, which is in ect the ſame 
Thing; and Simon Magus did ſuch ſurprizing works, as 
made the People of Samaria believe that he was the great 
Power of God? Exod 7. II, 12. Acts 8, 9, 10, II. 

Anſw. Miracles alone, and without any other Con- 

ſiderarian, are not a ſufficient Evidence of a divine Miſ- 
ſion, but the Nature and Tendency of the Doctrines 
which the Man who performs the Miracles teaches, muſt 
alſo be taken into the Argument; and then, if, upon 
Enquiry, it appears he teaches ſuch Doctrines as are uſe- 
ful to promote the Happineſs ot Mankind, and worthy: 
of a wiſe and good God to declare and publiſh to the 
World, it is reaſonable to believe that his Miracles are 
done by the Aſſiſtance either of God himſelf, or ſome 
good Angel at his Command, which is the ſame Thing 
in effect; and conſequently, that he has a divine Cre 8 
TRE | Es Miltionz 
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miſſion, and ſpeaks and acts in the Name of God: Buf 


i his Doctrines appear to be unworthy of the Wildom 


and Goodneſs ot God; if they be abſurd, inconſiſtent, | 


or trifling; eſpecially, if they be of a pernicious Ten- 
dency to the Cauſe of Virtue, we may conclude, that he 


is but a Deceiver and Impoſtor, and runs without be- 


ing ſent. But if he pretends to no Divine Miſſion himſelf, 8 
nor teaches any Doctrines at all, but only works Mi- 


n racles, in Oppolition to thoſe who do, we are ſtill to have - 4 


Recourſe to the Doctrines that are taught 7 him who 


| 5 * oY bea divine Meſſenger „ Which, i they appear "1 
do be worthy of God, are a ſufficient Vindication of his 


Pretenſions, notwithſtanding the Miracles worked in 
Oppoſition to him; for in this Caſe, ſuch Miracles be- 
ing done to oppoſe a wiſe and good Deſign, it is rea- 
ſonable to believe they are performed by the Aſſiſtance 


of evil Spirits; and, that the other being done with de- 


ſign to advance the Happineſs of Men, and the Glory 
ot God, are performed by a divine Aſſiſtance; though 
in ſuch Caſes, whenever they happen, the Almighty 
God, ſuch is his Goodneſs, has always taken care, that 
the true Prophet ſhould be able, by the ſuperior Mul- 
titude, or greatneſs of his Miracles, above thoſe of the 
other, to vindicate his divine Miſſion, as was actually 
done in the Caſes referr'd to in the Queſtion. And by 
theſe Marks may we always diſtinguith between the Mi- 
racles of God's Meſſengers, and thoſe that are at any | 
Time done by falſe Prophets. Deut. 13. 1, 2, 3. Fohn 
7. 16. and 14. 10. = 
_ Qaieſt. 15. Ju ſeem by this Method of arguing, to prove 
the Truth of the Propher's Doctrines by his Miracles; and the 
Truth of his Miracles by his Doctrines; which every one muſs | 
allow to be a falſe and deceitful way of Reaſoning, How do 
Jou anſwer this Exception againſt your Argument? 
, Anſw. | do not prove the Truth of a Prophet's Doc- 
frines by his Miracles, and the Truth of his Miracles by. 
his Doctrines; but I only conſider the Excellency of his 
Doctrines as a neceſſary Circumſtance or Condition, 
without which all the Miracles in the World could not 
prove a divine Miſſion, and with which his Miracles are 


I Proof, not ptoperly of the Truth of his Doctrines 
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bur rather of his divine Miſſion, which being once pro» _ 


; ved, the Truth of his Doctrines muſt follow in Courſe. - 3 


© Queſt. 16. Los ſail, That the antient Prophets, and. 


Feſus Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, did likewiſe prove their di: 
vine Miſſion by the Spirit of Prophecy; tell me, What da 
Jon underſtand by a Spirit of Propbec 7 

Anſu. By a Spirit of Prophecy I underſtand a Power . 
of foretelling, certainly and infallibly, ſuch future x 
vents as Men of themſelves cannor foreſee. 

Queſt. 17. How does a Spirit of Prophecy prove a di. 
vine Miſſion ? | eos 
* Anſw. A Spirit of Prophecy proves a divine Miſſion 
in the ſame Manner as Miraclea do; that is, not by itſelf 
alone, nor even if Miracles were joined with ir, bur by * 


taking into Conſideration the Doctrines that are taught _ 


dy him who pretends to ſuch a Gift; and if it appear 
that a Perſon pretending a divine Miſſion, teaches ſuch 


Doctrines as are worthy of God, and foretels ſuch Things : 


as noMan of himſelf could foreſee, and the Event anſwers 
the Prediction, then it is reaſonable to believe, that his 
prophetick Gitr is from God, and conſequently, that 
he is ſent by him. * 3 
Queſt. 18. Did Moſes andthe Prophets, Feſus Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, foretel fuch future Events as Men of 


. 


Zhemſelves could not foreſee ? 1 : 
Anſw. Yes they foretold a great many future Events 

of Importance to the World; and ſuch as no Man could 

have foretold without a Spirit of Prophecy; the moſt 


of which accordingly came to paſs, and ſome are yet 1 


to be fulfilled. Rev. 19. 10. | 

Queſt. 19. Can you rehearſe ſome of thoſeThings they foretola? 
Anſu. Moſes and the ancient Prophets foretold many 
Things relating to the various Turns of Proſperity and 
Adverfity, the Captivities, Diſperſions, and Reſtorations, 
that the Zewi/h Nation ſhould meet with: They fare- _ 
told the coming of the Meſſiah, and all the Circumftances 
of his Appearance in the World; they give us lively 


Deſcriptions of his Perſon and Offices, his fufferings and 


and Pro— 
Dagatior 


the Glory that ſhould follow; and the Succets 
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' Propagation of his Goſpel, and the Efficacy it ſnould 


bave for the Converſion and Reformation of the World. 
I he Apoſtles foretold, that Errors, Ses, and Schiſms, 


ſhould ariſe in the Chriftian Church; and particularly 
that a grand Apoſtacy from the Purity of the Chriſtian 
Faith, Worſhp, and Obedience, ſhould happen in the 
latter Times; that a certain ſpiritual Tyranny ſhould 
be erected Over the minds and Conſciences of Men, 
which ſhould prevail for a long Time, but at length be 


broken and deſtroyed: This is the principal Subject of 


the Revelation of John. They foretel the Converſion 
of the 7eus to the Faith of Chriſt, and with that the 
coming in of the Fulneſs of the Gentiles; when the 


whole World ſhall be enlightned with the Knowledge 


of the true God, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt. Nowall 


theſe are Things of a very contingent Nature, and ſuch 


as no Man could certainly foreſee of himſelf ; all of them 
that relate to the times already paſt, have been exactly 
fulfilled, as appears both from the ſacred and civil Hiſ- 
tory, and thoſe that are yet to be accompliſhed, as we 
have Reaſon to believe they ſhall be fulfilled in their 


. Seaſon; ſo, when they are, they will be a farther Con- 


firmation of the Truth of the Goſpel. Gen. 49. 10. 


Deut. 18. 15 - - 19. and 28. throughout. P/al. 2. 16. 
22. 89. 110. Ja. 7. 14. and 9. 6, 7. and IL. and 12. 


entire. and 40. 3, and 42. I. 4---44. 28. and 45. in 
ſeveral Places; and 52, 53, 54. Chapters, and GI. I, 2» 


3. Ferem, Daniel, and the Goſpels, Ads, Epiſtles, Re- 


welations. Op 
Queſt. 20. Nhat is the Sum of what has been ſaid con- 
 cerning the 3 of divine Rewelatiun??!! 
 Anſw. The Sum of what has been [aid is this: Moſes 
and che Prophets appeared in the World as the Meflen- 
HFA 2 | gers 


pPilagation of his Goſpel. Jeſus Chriſt foretold his dꝗ] n 
BE: the Manner and Circumſtances of it; his Re» 
ſurrection from the Dead on the third Day; bis A 
cenſion into Heaven; the miraculous Gifts of the Spi- 
rit beſtowed on the Apoſtles; the Deſtruction of e- 
ruſalem, with all the particular Circumſtances of it; the 
Diſperſion of the Fews thro? all Nations; the Succeſs and 


| 
1 
( 
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of God, to weder, ot 'od. t to 18 bis Will to 
them, and inſtruct them in the Knowledge of the true. 
God and his Laws; Jeſus Chriſt came into the World 
as the Son of God, to publifh the laſt and moſt per- 
fect Diſpenſation of Religion that God intended to 
make; and the Apoſtles were ſent by him to be his Wit 
neſs to the Ends of the Earth, and to preach Repen- 
tance for the Remiſſion of Sins in his Name, among 
all Nations, and reaching them to obſerve all Things 
that he had commanded; all theſe did teach moſt ex- 
cellent Doctrincs, ſuch as were worthy of God, and 
uſeful to promote the Happineſs of Mankind; and to 
confirm their divine Miſſion according to their ſeveral . 
Characters, they did ſuch Works as far exceeded all 
human Art and Power, and foretold many future E- 
vents, which none could foreſee but God, and which 
accorcingly came to paſs; and therefore there is all the 
Reaſon in the M. orld to receive them as true Prophets, 
and their Doctrines as divine Revelations. 

' Queſt. 21. But how dees it appear to us that the an- 
cient Prophets, ard Fejus Chriſt and bis Apoſtles, did re- 
ali teach fuch Doctrines as are aſcribed to them, and per- 
form the miraculous Works, and Joretei the future Events 
that cre reported of them? 

Anſw, Tneſe things are all recorded in Writing in 
the Books of the Old and New Teſtament. 

Queſt. 22 But how does it appear to us that theſe 
Books contain a irue and authentick Hiſtory? 

Anſw. Becauſe they were written by Men who had 
all the Qualificariors of true and credible Hiſtorians 
in the moſt eminent Degree. 

Queſt. 23. What are theſe Quali feat, that render -J 
an Hiſtorian worthy of Credit? _— 

Anſw, The Principal Qualifications of a true Hiſto- 
rian, are Ability to know ard judge of the Truch of 
What he reports, and Integrity to write nothing as true, 
but what he ſincerely believes to be ſo; wherever thoſe 
Qualifications are found, they render an | Hiſtorian highly 
worthy of Credit. 

Queſt. 
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| © Queſt. 24. How av's it appear that the ſacred Hiftos 
| Fins had ſufficens Ability to know and judge of the trutß 


of what they have reported? 


* 


Ears heard, and their Hands handled 5 what required no 


great penetration to judge of, and therefore they were in 
no | anger of beingdeceived, or impoſed on themſelves. 
| Febw 20. 1. Jobs 1 2. 2 Pet. 1. 16. 1 


Queſt. 25. How aves their Integrity appear? 


Anſw. Their Integrity and Fairhtulneſs, in relating : 
no. bing but what they ſincerely believed to be true, aps 


pzars from hence, that there was no appearance of a 


falſe and decentul Diſpofition in them; nothing like 


Fraud, or Deſigu to impoſe upon the World is to be 


ſeen in their Hiſtory ; nor could they have propoſed 
any Advan age to tber ſelves by givirg a falſe Teſtimony; 


they ſuffered many grievous Hardſhips, and expoſed 
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y what they themſelves were 
Eye and Ear Wiinefſes of; what their Eyes ſaw, their 


themſelves ro many Dangers in publiſhing their Teſti- 


mony to the World; and they were ready to lay down 


the ir Lives in Confirmation ot it; and many of them 


were actually put to Death on that Score, and ſuffered 
with invincible Courage and Reſol tion, and with the 
greateſt Meeknels, atience, and Forgiveneſs; and 


they knew betore-hand that they were to meet with this 


Kind of Treatment from the World, for declaring their 


Teſtimony, and publiſhing the Will of God, and yet 
engaged in it, a plain Evidence that they did not fol- 
low cunningly deviſed Fables; that they were no Cneats 


and Impoſto:s, but the true Prophets, and Servants, and 


Apoſtles of the living God, who declared unto Men 


the Way of Salvation. 


Queſt. 26. Can you produce any further Evidence of 


the Truth of the Facts recorded in the ſacred Hiſtory ? 
Anſw. There is this farther to be laid of the 1ruth 
of the Facts, that there is nothing incredible in them; no- 


thing but what is very probable, and likely enough to 
de true; and the Circumſtances of them are ſuch, as 
make it morally impoſſible that they could have been 
5 e | impoſed 


| Irnpoſed on the World as L Bac if they had not, in 
been 2J;ö;X “ 
Queſt. 27. What are thoſe Circumſtances? W 
Anſcu. Tae Miracles and ocher Facts related in this 
Hiſtory, are reported to bave been ſo many, and va 
rious, done in iuch a publick Manner, betore ſo ma- 
ny Spectators, and upon ſo many different occaſions, 
that if they had not really been done, the Hiſtory ot 
them could never have been received in the M orld. 
3 18, 19. and 11. 2--7. Acts 2. 22. and 
' Queſt. 28. Can you explain what you ſay by an In- 
„„ 5 1 8 
Anſau. Moſes (tor Inftance) could never have made 
e Children of Iſrael believe that he led them througg 
e Red-Sea, as on dry Land; that God ſpake ro them | 
rom Mount Sinai, and gave them a Law in a moſt | 
Roniſhing Manner; and that he led them in the Wil- 
erneſs for the Space of Forty Years, ſupporting them 
y daily Miracles, if theſe things had not been really done: 
or could Foſbaa have made them believe that they were 
zrought through the River Jordan as on dry Land; 
nd that the Walls of Jericho feil down, without any Force 
1d againſt them, after they had been encompaſſed about 
ven Days, if no ſuch Things had been done; for it 
impoſſible to make Men believe that they ſee, or 
hear, What they know very well they neither ſee nor 
Hear, and what, in reality, was never either ſpoken or 
done. Foſh. 24. 1— 13. 
' Queit. 29. How do you apply this way of Reaſoning to 
Feſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles ? 3 
Anſw. This Way ot Reaſoning may he applied to 
Chriſt and bis Apoſtles, thus: It is impeflivle that Feſus 
Cbriſt and his Apoſtles, could heve mace Men believe that 
they cured them of their ſeveral Diſtempers, and bodily |] 
Infirmities, by the ſpeaking of a Word, and ſometimes 
at a Diſtance, it no ſuch Things had really been done, 
but they had till been under the Power of their Diſtem- 
pers; it is impoſſible that ttey could haveperſwared o- 
thers chat they were raiſed from the Dead, and actually 


ieſtoied | 
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75 Chriſt himſelf with being dull, and ſlow of underſtand 
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Feſtored to Life, if they had been ſtill in their Graves; 


* 


nor was it Poſſiblè to have perſwaded the Multitudes, 


Who were Spectators of all theſe Things, that they faw 
them, and many other wondertul Works done by Chriſt | 
and his Apoſtles, if yet no ſuch Things had been done at 
all; for Mankind was never, in any Ape, fo fooliſhly 


credulous, as to believe ſuch ſtrange and ſurprizing Things 
without the leaſt Foundation, Mat. 1. 4, 5, 2 Cor. 12. 12. 


Queſt. 30. What you have ſaid proves the Truth of tbe 
Facts recorded in the Scripture Hiſtory, ſo far as relates ta 


Miracles; but Feſus Chriſt, the Author of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and the great Subject of the New-Teſtament Hif- 
tory, delivered ſeveral long Diſcourſes and Parables in the 


hearing of his Diſciples, which they likewiſe relate in this 
Hiſtory ;, ana in theſe Diſcourſes and Parables there ara, 
ſeveral Things, which, they themſelves confeſs, they did not) 
truely underſtand at the Time they heard them; and bes. 


fides they were unlearned Men, and were ſometimes charged 


ding; and they have alſo written ſeveral Epiſtles, in which 
they attempt to e lain, confirm and vindicate the Chrife 


44 


tian Doctrines: Now, how do we know, and what Reaſon 


bade we to believe, that thoſe Men Have given us a trus 


and faithful Narrative of theſe Diſcourſes and Parables 
and a juſt Account of the Chriſtian Doctrines and Laws 
in their Hiſtories and Epiſtles ? VVV 0 

Anſw. Feſus Chriſt promiſed to them before he le 


Spirit of God ſhould deſcend upon them, co lead them 


* 


them, that, after his Aſcenſion, the Holy Ghoſt, the 


into all Truth, and to bring all Things to their Nen 


membrance that they had heard from him, to fur- 
niſh them with all other Gifts, neceſſary to qualify them 
to be his Witneſſes to the Ends of the Earth, and the 
Publiſhers of his Religion to the World. Now this accord- 
ingly came to pals at the Feaſt of Pentecoſt that firſt 
happened after his Reſurrection; when they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and ſpake with other 
© Tongues, than wha: they had been acquainted with be- 


fore, as the Spirit give them Utrerance; and had alſo 
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many other extraordinary and miraculous Gifts be ſtov- 
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ed on them, with a Power of communicating ſome kf 
\$ theſe Gifts to other Members of the Churches, 'on +-_ 
J whom they ſhould lay their Hands for that End, which . 
x they” accordingly did, whereſoever they planted a 
' Church. Now, by theſe extraordinary and miraculous. 
Gifts of the Spirit, were they fitted truly and faithfully 
to report what they had heard and learned from Chriſt, 
and to give the World, both in their preaching and 
' Writing, a juſt and full Account of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion. John 14. 12, 25. 26. and 15. 27, 27. and 16, 
ö 7 — 13. Acts 2. 11. and 5. 32. I Cor. 12. 4-- IT. 
Queſt. 31. What you have hitherto ſaid proves abun- 
+= © adantly that the Hiſtory of thoſe Facts could not have been 
forged at the Time they are ſaidiohave been done in: Bus 
bo ao we know but all theſe Things might have been in- 
| vented by cunning and deſigning Men, and put together in- 
20 an Hiſtory, ſuch as we now have it, ſome Diſtance of 
Time after the Facts are ſuppoſed to haue been done? 
Anſw. This could not have been done becauſe the 
Circumſtances of Time and Place are ſet down in the 
Hiſtory,. and the Succeſs with which the Goſpel was at- 
tended, immediately after its general Publication, where- 
by it is manifeſt that the principal Facts, recorded in 
this Hiſtory, muſt have happened in the Land of Fadea, 
the City of Feruſalem, at the Feaſts of the Paſſover and 
Pentecoſt, When Tiberius _ was Emperor of Rome, 
and when Pontius Filate was Governor of Fudea ; before 
which I ime there were no Chriſtians in the World, but 
have been ever ſince; which Things are alſo atteſted by 
the concurrent Teſtimony of other Hiſtorians, who 
write of thoſe Times, particularly Suetonius *, Tacitus Fs 
and Joſephus S. who take notice in their ſeveral Hiftories, 
Of a certain Perſon call Chriſt, who had been put toNeath 
in Zudea, in the Reign of Tiberius Cæſar; and ot a Sect 
ot People call'd Cbriſtians from him, who had been 
ſpreading through ſeveral Parts of the Roman Empire 
from that Time. LR. 5 
This 


Ia his Life of Claudius, Chap. 25. f Bock XV. IT 
his Annals. F. Antiquities, Book XVIII. | 
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©. ©. This is farther confirmed from this Conſideratio mg 


That the Books wherein this Hiſtory is contained, were 
written, moſt of them, by ſome of the Apoſtles tem- 
- ſelves, and the reſt by Men who were their conſtant 
Companions and Fellow-labourers, and who alſo were 
endued with the extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit; they 
were ſeveral of the m preſerved, for a conſiderable Time. 
| in the very firſt Draught of them, as they had been 
F compiled by the Authors themſelves, and were appealed 
ET to as extant, by Jertullian, who wrote in the latter 
End of the Second Century; they were early tranſlated 
['] . Into various Languages, and Copies of them, both in 
2 their original Language and Tranſlations, were diſper- * 
led every where, throughout all the Churches; and e- 
ven the Enemies of Chriſtianity had them in their Hands: 
They were quoted in Sermons and other writings, par- 
ticularly in the Apologies that Chriſtians made for the 
Truth of the Goſpel, and even in the Books that were 
written againſt it by its Enemies: all theſe Things make 
it abundantly manifeſt that theſe Books were extant, 
and publickly known very ſoon after ſome ot the Facts 
recorded in ther had been done, and while they were 
ſtill freſh in the Memories of Men, and in the very 
Time when others of them were a doing, and tiere: 
fore could not be a Forgery ſome Diſtance of Time 
after the Facts are ſuppoſed to bave been done. 
To which may be added, that ſuch a Forgerycou'd 
not, in this Caſe, have been impoſed on the World, 
| becauſe publick Monuments were ſet up, and outward KM 
Actions were performed in Memory of ſome of the moſt 
remarkable of theſe Fas, which Monuments, Actions, 
and Obſervances, were inſtituted, and did commence 
from the very Time when the Facts are ſaid to have been 
done, and have been obſerved in the Chriſtian World 
ever ſince. The Monuments and Actions I mean areBap- 
tiſm,as a Rite of being enter'd into the Chriſtian Church 
the Lord's Supper in Memory of his Death; the afſemb= 
ling of Chriftians for publick Worſhip on the firſt Dax 
of the Week, in Memory of his Reſurrection; and the_ 
order of Paſtors and Teachers to preſide in theſe a_ 1 
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blies. Now let us ſuppoſe that the whole Hiſtory of the 
wGoſpel had been a meer Fiction, invented ſometime af- 


ter the Facts recorded in it are ſaid to have been done, 
then ſurely, at the Time when it was brit invented, 
there muſt have been no Chriſtians in the World, no ſuch 
Monuments as the Lord's- Supper, and the Lord's-Day, 


no ſuch Inſtitutions as Baptiim, and the Order of Teach 


ers; and yet the Hiſtory ſuppoſes theſe to have been in- 
ſtituted, and the Obſervance of them to have commen- 
ced from the very Time when the Facts are ſaid to have 
happened. Now this muſt diſcoyer the Fraud, and give 
the Lye to the whole Story; the Truth whereof is laid u- 
pon ſuch publick outwardACctions, having been obſerved 
from the I ime in which the Facts are ſaid ro have been 
done, and therefore muſt render it morally impoſſible 
that ſuch an Invention ſhould have been received in the 
World; and the ſame Remark will ſerve for the Moſaical 


Diſp-nfation, which had far more Obſervances of this 


Kind than the Chriſtian*. 
Queſt. 32. For what End were all theſe Things com. 
mitted to Writing? © 

Anſw,. Theſe Things were written, that knowing the 
Certainty of them, we might believe that Jeſus is the 
_ Chriſt, the Son of God, and that believing we might have 
Life chrough his Name. And the Books wherein they are 
contain'd give us ſuch an Account of God's Revelati- 
ons to Mankind, as is abundantly full and plain, and 


every Way ſufficient to anſwer all the Purpoſes of a di- 


vineReyelation.Luke 1. 4. John 20. 3 1. John 15. 15. Act 
20,27. 2 Cor. 3. 12. and 4. 2, 3, 4. 2 Tim. 3. 15, 16. 
Queſt. 33. What is the Danger of rejecting or diſabey= 
ing the Goſpel-Revelation ? SI 

Anſw. He that believeth not on the Son of God 
ſhall not ſee Life, but the Wrath of God abideth on 
him; for how ſhall we eſcape if we neglect fo great a 
Salvation, which, at the firſt, began to be ſpoken by 


the Lord, and was afterwards confirmed unto the World 


. by 


See this Argument more fully treated in Lelly's ſbe ri 
- Method with the Deiſts. 3 
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| by them that heard him? God alſo bearing them Witz 
neſs, with Signs and Wonders, and divers Miracles and 


Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, according to his own Will. 
John 3. 36. Heb. 2. 3, 4. 


Queſt. 34. For what End were all theſe Revelations 


made to mankind * | . 
An ſeu. All theſe Revelations were made to the World 


chiefly for this End, to teach Men how they might 


obtain the Favour of God, and in what Manner they 
ſhould live in this World, ſo as they might be uſeful and 
ſerviceable in it, and be qualified for the Itgoyment of 


eternal Life and Happineſs in the World to come, 2 


Tim. 3. 15, 16. 1 Theſ. 4. 1. 
PART I 
Of the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, 


Queſt. 1. 
| Chriſtian Faith ? 45 
Anſu. The principal Articles of the Chriſtian Faith 
are briefly ſumm'd up in what is commonly called the 


Apoſtles Creed, namely, I belizve in God, the Father 


Almighty, Diaker of Heaven and Earth: And in Feſus 
Chriſt tis only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghoſt, born of the Virgin Mary, ſuffered under Pons 
rius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; He deſcended 


into Hell. (that is, he went into the invifible World) 
hbbe third Day he roſe again from the Dead, He aſcended: 


ento Heaven, and ſitteth at the right Hand of God, the 
Father Almighty; from thence be ſhall come to judge the 


| Quick and the Dead. I believe in the Holy Ghoſt; I behervve 


there is a holy Catholick Church, and a Communion of Saints; 


T believe the forgiveneſs of Sins ; the Reſurrection of the 


Beay, and the Life everlaſting, Amen. e 
Queſt. 2. Into hocu many Parts may this Creed be divided? 
Anſw. It may be divided into fix Parts; the firſt 

whereof treats concerning God, and his Works of Cre- 


ation and Providence. The ſecond concerning Feſus 
. | Chriſt, and our Redemption by him. The third con- 
irg the Holy Ghoſt, The four concerning tha 
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HAT are the principal Articles of the 
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Church of Chriſt, and the Communion of Saints. The 
fifth concerning the Pardon of Sin. And the ſixth, con- 
cerning the Reſurrection and future State. _ 
Queſt. 3. Du ſay the firſt Part of this Creed treats of 
God, ard his Works of Creation and Providence, tell me, 
What do the Scriptures teach concerning Ged ? 
 Anſw. Concerning God, who is the firft Cauſe of all 
Things, the Selt-cexiftent, Independent, and infinitely 
erfect Being, and in many Reipects incomprehenſible 
by us, the Scriptures do expreſly teach us, that he is 
Eternal and Unchangeable, that he is a Spirit, that is, 
„A living and intelligent Being; that though he be inviſi- 
ble by mortal Eyes; yet he is every where preſent, and 
knows all things; that he is moſt powerful, wiſe and 
good; moſt juſt and holy, and faithful; merciful and 
gracious, long- ſuffering, and ſlow to Wrath; and that 
there is but one God, and none other but He. Exod. 3. 
14. Rom. 11. 33.-— 36. Fal. 9 fam 1. 1% 
John 4. 24. Ads 17. 29. 1 Tim. 1. 17. and 6, 16. 
Hal. 139. 1. 12. fer. 23- % 24. 1 Sam. 23. 3 
1 John 3. 20. Mat. 19. 26. Pſal. 104. 24. and 145- 
8. 9, 17. Rev. 4. 8. and 15. 3, 4. Exod. 34. 6, 7. 
and 20. 3. Deut. 6. 4. Mar. 12. 19. 1 Cor. 8. 6. 
Queſt. 4. What do the Scriptures teach us concerning the 
Works of Creation and Providence ? Po 
 Anſw. The Scriptures teach us, That God is the Cre- 
ator, Preſerver, and Governor of all Things; that he 
made the World, theHeavens and theEarth,and all Things 
that are in them, viſible, and invifible; that he preſerves 
them all, and governs the whole Univerſe with the moſt 
perfect Wildom and Goodneſs, Gen. I. I. and 2. 1. 
Neb. 9. 6. Pſal. 36. 6. and 104. 24. Dar. 4.34, 35- 
| Ads 4. 24. and 14. 17. and 17. 24, 25, 26, 27, 28. 
Queſt. 5. What dothe Scriptures reach concerning the 
Creation of Mankind ? | 
Anſw. The Scriptures teach us, that God created 
Man in his own Image; that he created them Male and 
Female, one of each Sex; and, That he hath made of 
that one Blood, all Nations of Men to dwell upon all 
ihe Face of the Earth. Ger. I. 27. Ads 12, 26m 
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Queſt. 6. hat do 5 underſtand by the Image of God, 
in which Man was created? 5 

An ſu. By the Image of God, in which Man was 
created, I underſtand every Thing wherein Man bears 
a Reſemblance to the Deity ; particularly that Reaſon and 
Underſtanding, that Wiſdom and Knowledge, thoſe vir- 
tuous and good Diſpoſi ions, thoſe kind and benevolent 
Affections, which Gcd hath implanted in the human 


Nature, ( which is the Work of the Law, written in 


our Hearts) and the Immortality of the Soul; together 
with that Power and Dominion over the e e 
tures, which he has communicated to Mankind. Eph. 
0 10. Eccle/. 7. 29. . 1. 26, 1 

Queſt. 7. Did Mankind ſtill continue in that State of 


' Innocence and Integrity in which God firſt created them? 


Anſw. No. Though God made Man upright, yet 


they tought out many Inventions, they greatly corrupted 


their ways, and all have ſinned, and come ſhort of 
the Glory of God. Eccleſ. 7. 29. Rom. 3. 24. 
Queft. 8. Jon ſaid that the ſecond Part of the Creed 
treats of Fejus Cbriſt, and our Redemption by him; tell 
me, I bat do the Scriptures teach concerning him? 
An ſu. Concerning Jeſus Chriſt the Scriptures teach 
us, That he is the Son of the living God; the only 
begotten of the Father, the Brightneſs of his Glory, and 
the expreſs Image of his Perſon; who had Glory with 
him before the World was, and was in the Form 


of God: That he is the Word or Wiſdom of God, who 


Was inthe Beginning with God, and was God, by whom 
all Things were made, and withour whom nothing was 
made that was made. That for us Men, and for our 
Salvation, he came dowa from Heaven, was made Fleſh, 
and dweir among us, laying afide the Form of God, and 


taking upon him the Form of a Servant, and the Faſhion 


ofa Man. That he was Immanuel, God with us, God 
manifeſted in the Fleſh, that it pleaſed the Father, that 
in him thould all fullneſs dwell, even all the Fulneſs 
of the Godheid bodily; and that he is over al} Gods 


bleiled for ever. Matth. 16. 16. John 1. 18. Heb. 1 2. 


Faw 17. 5, Phil. 2, 6. Jol 1. 1, 2; 3: and 3- 236 
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1 Tim. 3. 16. Col. 1. 19. and 2. 9. Rom. 9. 5. 
Queſt. 9. How did Feſus Chriſt bring about the Re- 


domption of Mankind? 


Anſw. jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, having conde- 
ſcended to come into the World, in order to redeem 
mankind from Sin and Miſery, was miraculouſly born of 
a Virgin, by the Influence of the Holy Ghoſt, became 


a Man, took part of Fleſh and Blood, and was ſubject 


to all the innocent Infirmities of che human Nature, ha- 
ving been in all Points tempted like as we are, yet without 
Sin; and did in our Nature become Mediator between 


God and Mar, and as ſuch undertook the three-fold Ot- 


fice of Prophet, Prieſt, and King; in the Execution of 


which he fully accompliſhed our Redemption from Sin, 


and the fatal Conſequences af it. Heb. 10. 7. Phil. 2. 
6, 7. Matth. 1. 18, 20, 23. Lake 1. 35. Heb. 2. 14. 


17 18. and 4. 15. 17711. 2. 5. 0 22: a. 0. 


5, 10. and 6. 20. Luke 1. 32, 33. Acts 5. 31. Matth. 
28. 18. Jobn 18. 36. Rev. 19. 16. 0 
Queſt. 10. How did Feſus Chriſt execute theſe three 


Offices, of Prophet, Prieſt, and King? 


Anſw. Jeſus Chriſt, as a Prophet, and Prieſt, gave 


us a full and compleat Revelation of the whole Will and 


Counſel of God, relating to the Redemption and Salva- 
tion of Mankind; and amoſt perfect Example of Ho- 


Iineſs and Virtue in his own Life; he laid down his Life in 


Confirmation of his Doctrine and Teſtimony, and as a 
Sacrifice for Sin; he became Obedient to Death, even 
the Death of the Croſs. He roſe again from the Dead 
on the third Day, aſcended into the Heavens, there to 
preſent himſelf an Offering unto God, of a ſweet ſmel- 
ling Savour, and to appear in the Preſence of God for 
us, as our Advocate and Interceſlor, where he ever lives, 
making Interceſſion for us. And as a King, he is exil- 
ted at the Right Hand of the Majeſty in the Heavens, 
a Prince and a Saviour, to give Repentance, and Remiſ- 
ſion of Sins; He has all Power in Heaven and in Earth 


. Committed unto him, and is conſtituted the Head and 


Kiog of the Church, and ordained of God to be Judge 
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of the Quick and the Dead. John 17,6,8, 14, 26. and 
15. 15. and 13. 15. Marth. 26. 28. Eph. 5. 2. Phil. 


2. 8, 9. 1 Cor. I5. 3. 4. Heb. 9. 24. and 7. 25. Acts 
= ©. 3 and 10; 42- Cv. 1. 18. 1 , 3 
Queſt. II. But how are we to underſtand that Expreſ= 
ſion in the Creed, He deſcended into Hell ? 5 
Anſu. The Hebrew and Greet Words which are com- 
monly tranſlated Hell, are not uſed to fignity the Place 


of the Damned, but either the Grave, or the inviſible 


State of all departed Souls, during their Separation from 
the Body: The meaning of that Expreſſion in the Creed 
ſeems to be this; that as our Saviour's Body was laid in 
the Grave, ſo his Soul went into the inviſible World, in- 
to the Place of ſeparate Souls; into Paradiſe, that Place 
in the ſeparate State, where the Souls of the Righteous, 
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being in the Hands of God, do reſt from their Labours, 


and enjoy the Beginning of their Reward. 8 
Queſt. 12 What was it that moved God to ſend his Song 

and the Son of God ſo freely to come into the World, ta 

accompliſh our Redemption in this manner ? | 


Azxſw. God fo loved the World, that he gave his only 


begotten Son, that whoſoever ſhould believe on bim, 


and obey his Laws, might not periſh, but have ever- 


laſting Life; in this was manifeſted the Love of God 


towards us, for that God ſent his only begotten Son in- 
to the World, that we might live through him; Heres 
in is Love, not that we loved him, but that he loved uss 
and ſent his Son to be the Propitiation for our Sins; and 


Chriſt loved us fo as to give himſelf for us a Sacrifice 


and Offering to God, and to wath us from our Sins in 
his own Blood, and make us Kings and Prieſts to God wr 


bis Father, John 3. 16. 1 John 4. 9, 10. Eph. 5. 2. Rev. I. 5, 6 


Queſt. 13. 1s not this Love of God, and of his Son e- 


ſus Chriſt towards us, a moſt powerful Motive to engage us 
Zo the Practics of Region and Virtue ? : 


Anſw. It is no doubt, a moſt powerful Argument to 


engage us to love God, and bis Son FJeſus Chriſt, and 


to Walk in Love to one another, and to all Men, even 


as Chriſt hath loved us, and given himtelf for us; this 
Love ot Chri? ſhould conſtrain us, no more to live to 
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and guides them in the _ of Piety and Virtue 
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Hur ſelves, but to him who died for us, and roſe again: 
Eph. 2. 5; 2 Cor. 5. 14, 15. 1 Jobn 4. 11. 5 
Queſt. 14. Du ſaid, that the third Part of the Creed 
related to the Holy Ghoſt, tell me, what do the Scriptures 
reach us concerning him „„ 
Anſw. Concerning the Holy Ghoſt, the Scriptures 
teach us, that he is the Spirit of God, and the Power 
of the Higheſt, that he is the Spirit of the Father, and 
of the Son ; who proceedeth from the Father, and 
is ſent by the Son; that he is preſent in the Churches, 


and dwelleth in all good Chriſtians, as in Temples, that 


he ſearchetch all Things, even the deep Things of God, 


and knoweth them, even as the Spirit of a Man kaow- 
eth the Things of a Man, Matth. 3. 16. Luke 1. 35. 
John 14. 16, 17,26. and 15. 16, 26. and 16. 17. f Cor. 
3. 16. and 6. 19. Eph. 2. 21, 22. and 4. 4. Gal. 4. C. 


15 1 Cor. . 10, 11. 12. | : 


He is alſo repreſented as receiving all things from the 


Father and the Son, and having all things in common 


with them, in John 16. 13, 14, 15. and he is joined with 
them in the Form of Baptiſm in Matt. 28. 19. and in the 


ſolemn Apoſtolical Benediction, The Grace of our 


. 


Lord Je'us Chriſt, ec. 2 Cor. 13. 12 

Queſt. 15. What are the Offices of the Holy Spirit? 
Anſw. The Offices of the Holy Spirit are repreſented 

in Scriprure to be ſuch as theſe: That he inſpir'd the 


ancient Prophets, who ſpake as they were moved by 


the Holy Gaoſt; that by bis miraculous Influence a 
Body was prepared for the Son in the Womb of the Virgin 
Mary, thathe was the Guide of Chriſt during his State 


"of Humiliation, ( for he was anointed with the Holy 


Ghoſt, and wich Power, and God gave not the Spirit 
unto him by Meaſure, ) that be deſcended on the Apoſtles 


at the Feaſt of Pentecoſt, in his miraculous Gifts, by 


which they were qualified to be our Saviour's Witneſ- 
ſes to the Ends of the Earth, and to publiſh his Reli- 


gion to the World, both by preaching and Writing; 


that he is the Sanctifier of all good Chriſtians, aflifts 
them in well-doing, fortifies them againſt Temprations, 
for 
2 
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- Which Reaſon; partly the Title Holy, is peculiarly giver 
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_ Pwipotes of Faith, Repentance, and new Obedience, 


St. Luke 11. 13. How much more ſhall your heavenly 


_ the Spirit of God works on our Minds, we cannot tell; 


I. 16-=-19. and 3. 16— 19. Col, 1. 9---I1. 
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to him, 1 Pet. I. 11. 2 Pet. 1.21. Luke 1. 35. Math, 
3. 16. and 4t. and 12. 28. Lake 4. 18. Acts 10. 38." 
Fobn 3. 34. Ads 2. 1, Gc. and 1. 8. 1 Cor. 124 
throughout, and 6. 11. John 3.5. Rom. 8. 14. Eph. 3. 16. 
Queſt, 16. Have we any Promiſe in Scripture of A. 
ſiſtance from the Holy Spirit, for the purpoſes of Repentance 
and new Obedience? TS 
Anſw. be Aſſiſtances of the Holy Spirit, for the 


are promiſed to us in many Places of Scripture; bur 
particulzrly in theſe Words of our Saviour, recorded by 


Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him. See 
to the ſame Purpoſe, Ezek. 11. 19. and 36. 25 ---27.I 
Cor. 3. 6, 7, 16, 17. and 6. 19. Gal. 5. 22, 23. Eph. 
2. 18, 22. and 4. 30. and 5. 9. Phil. 2. 12, 13. E 


ZO07. 5. 23s 24. Fame? 1. 4, . 5 


Queſt. 17. How is it that the Spirit of God ſanctifies 
our H arts, and aſſiſts us in the Practice of Holineſs and 


Virtue? 


An/w. The Spirit of God ſanctifies our Hearts, and 
aſſiſts us is the Practice of Holineſs and Virtue, by en- 
lightning our Minds, and fixing our Attention on the 
Motives of Religion, and thereby inclining us to the 
Love and Practice of ir. But in what particular Manner 


it is ſo ſecret, and ſo perfectly conſiſtent with our reaſo- 
nable Natures, that we cannot diſtinguiſh it from the 
natural workings of our own Minds; inſomuch, that 
we ſhould not have known that we had divine Aſſiſtance 
in our good and virtuous Actions, if we had not been 
informed of it in the Word of God, John 3. 8. Eph. 


Queft. 18. Is zot this Promiſe of Aſſiſtance from the 
Spirit of God, for the purpoſes of Holimeſs and Virtue, 4 
great Motive and Encouragement to it? | 

Anſw. This Promiſe of divine Aſſiſtance is a very 
poweriul Motive, and a great Encouragement to Virtue 
and Holineſs, to ſuch imperfect Creatures as we are; for 
| | we 
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We are hereby aſſured, char ot Endeayours to ſubde@ 
Our evil Habits, and conform our ſelves to the Laws of 
the Goſpel, ſhall not be in vain, but ſhall be crowned 
with Succeis, 1 John 4. 4. 5 
Queſt. 19. Du ſaid the fourth part of the Creed related 
to the Church of Chriſt, and the Communion of Saints, tell 


me, whom do you und*rſt and by the Church of Chriſt ? 


to Men, I underſtand the whole Body of Chriſtians, 
diſperſed over the World profeſſing Faith in Chriſt, in 
yielding Obedience to his Laws; though thoſe only,who 
are ſincere in this Profeſſion and Obedience, are real 
Members of his Church. This is what I underſtand by 
the Holy Catholick Church, Matt. 28, 20. Luke 24. 
47. Acts 1. 8. Rom. 3. 29. 30 1 Cor. 1.2. Rom. 12. 
ö $. 1 Cor. 10. 7 Fb. 4. 4- 1 Fe. 2.9. | 
| weſt. 20. But what is it you believe concerning this 
Holy Catholick Church? 
ö Anſw. I do not believe that this Catholick Church 
1 (or any in it) is infallible, or bas any power to add to 
or alter the Conditions of Salvation laid down in 
| the Goſpel; or that I am obliged to believe what- 
ever the Church believes: But when I profeſs to be- 


lieve the Holy Catholick Church, my Meaning is this: 


That J believe that as Chriſt has hitherto had a Church 
on Earth, a Company of Men profefling his Religion, 
andyieldingObedience to hisLaws,fo he will always have 
one ſome where or other, and that the Gates of Hell 
ſhall not finally prevail againſt it, Gal. 1. 8 Matt. 16,18. 

Queſt. 21. What do you underſtand by the Communion 
of Saints? 
. Anſw. By the Communion of Saints, I underſtand 


| that Union and Fellowſhip which there ought to be 


among all thoſe who proteis to be Members of the 
| Holy Catholick Church, EL 
* 22. Nperein does this Union and Fellowſhip con- 
7 
Anſu. It conſiſts chiefly in Brotherly Love, mutual 
Forgiveneſs, and joint Worthip, (either ſtated or occa- 
nal) ſo far as it may be done witha good e 
| | eit. 


Anſu. By the Chure of Chriſt, fo far as it is viſible 


- 
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Queſt. 23. Nhat do you mean when you profeſs to kes 
deve the Communion of Saints. „ 
_ Anſw. By this Article I mean, that all who profeſs 
to be Members of the Body of Chriſt, ſnould love one 
another witch pure Hearts fervently ; ſhould have Com- 
paſſion one of another; relieve the Neceſſity of their 
indigent Breth ren; ſhould be of a forgiving Spirit one 
towards another, and ſnould be ready, as far as they 
can with a good Conſcience, to join in any Part of 
Chriſtian Worſhip, with any of their Chriſtian Brethren, 
as they have Opportunity, even with all, in every Place, 
who make a credible Profeſſion of Cariftianity,' and 
call on the Lord out of a pure Hearr, 1 Pez. 1. 22, 
and 3. 8. Rom. 12. 13. Col. 3. 13. Rom. 10. 13. com- 
pared with Chap. 14. 17, 18. and 15. 5, 6, 7. 2 Tim. 
2. 22. (Sc alto the Scriptures under Queſt. 19.) Acts 
$4 42. 906. 10-25... | 
Queſt. 24. D ſaid the fifth Part of the Creed re- 
| lated to the Pardon of Sin, teil me, What do the Scrip- 
1 gilt tures teach concerning this ? 15 „ 
WS: Anſw. The Scrip:ures reach us, that if we confeſs our 
he Sins, and heartily torſake them, and lead new Lives for 
. the future, we thall find Mercy; for God is faithful, and 
juſt to forgive us our Sins, and cleanſe us from all Un- 
|; ih righteouſneſe, and he will graciouſly accept of our Repent- 
0 ance, and new Obedience, through Jeſus Chriſt, Prov. 
*\ th 28. 13. Iſai. 55. 7. Luke 5. 32. and 24. 47- 1 Tim. 
i if I. 15. 1 John 1. 9. | 
Queſt. 25. Is nos this alſo a great Encouragement and 
Motive to Repentance and new Obedience? 
. Anſw. To know that God will accept of Repentance, 
0 and grant us Pardon on that Condition, is a very great 
19:8 Encouregement to a Sinner to reform his Life, and a 
| 
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moſt powerful Motive to the Practice of Virtue, and 
to ſuch imperfe & Creatures as we are, who are encom- 
. paſſed about with Infirmities, and daily liable to Sin, 
1H there cannot be a more encouraging Motive to a fu- 

| ture Ooedience, than to be aſſured that our Repentance 
will not be in vain; that our Sins, how great and many 
ſoever they have been, ſhal not hinder our Accep- 
| | | ance 
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Ance withGod, provided we have heartily forſaken them, 
| and ſincerely endeavour to amend. "OM ob 


Queſt. 26. That does the laſt Part of the Creed treat of ? 
Anſw. The laſt Parc cf the Creed treats of the Re- 


ſurrection of the Body, and and a future State. 


Queſt. 27. Hat are we taught in Scripture concern- 
ing the Reſurrection of the Body and a future Fudgment ? 
 Anſw. The Scripcures teach us, that there ſhall be a 
Reſutrection of tne Dead, both of the Juſt and Unjuſt ; 
and that we muſt all appear before the] udgement-ſeat of 
Chriſt; that every one may receive the Things done in 
his Body, according to that he hath done, whether ir 
be good or bad, Acts 24. 15. 2 Cor. 5. 10. | 

Queſt. 28. Vat do the Scriptures teach us concerning 
@ future State? | 1 | 
 Anſw, The Scriptures teach us, that Jeſus Chriſt ha- 
ving aboliſhed Death, hath brought Life, and Immorta- 
lity to Light by the Goſpel, and hath aſſured us, that 
there is a State, after this, wherein Men ſhall either be 
happy or miſerable, according as their prevailing 
Temper and Behaviour have been here, whether righ- 
teous, or Wicked, 2 Tim. 1. 10. Mat. 25. 46. 
Queſt. 29. herein conſiſts the Happineſs that is pre- 
pared for virtuous and good Men in the future State? 
Arſu. The Happineſs prepared for the virtuous and 
good in the future State, ſeems chiefly to conſiſt in 
theſe Things: In being perfectly free from all Evil, 
whether natural or moral; in being perfectly virtuous 
and holy, and poſſeſſed of every 'T'hing that tends to the 
Perfection of the humane Narure, and in the joytiul Aſ- 
ſurance that this bleſſed State ſhall never have an End, 


= Rev. 7. 16,17. and 14. 13. and 21.4.1 John 3.2.1 Cor. 


13. $—- IJ. 2 Cor. 5. 3. 1 Pd. 1, 4; Es | 
Queſt. 30. Wherein con ſiſts rhe Miſery into which the 
Wicked muſt paſs in the other World? | 
Anſw. The Miſery of the Wicked in the other World, 
is deſcribed in Scripture, as a Worm that never dies, 
and a Fire that never ſhall be quenched; as a Lake 
that burneth with Fire and Brimſtone, which is the 
ſecond Death ; as a Place of outer Darkneſs, where is 
: os | weeping 


Weeping and wailing, and gnaſhing of Teeth ; as a State ;' 
of Indignation and Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh,q 
wherein they are puniſhed with everlaſting Deſtruction 
from the Preſence of the Lord, and the Glory of his 
Power; Mark 9. 44, 46, 48. Rev. 20. 15. and 21. 
8. Matt. 22. 13. Rom. 2. 8, 9. 2 Tim, 1. 9. f 
Queſt. 31. Is not this certain Information of a future 
Stare of Rewards and Puniſhments another powerful Mo- 
rive to Virtue and Obedience? © 
Anſw. This Doctrine is indeed, another powerful 
Motive to the Practice of Virtue, if Men would ſeriouſly 
| | attend to it; for we are hereby aſſured that our Obe- 
dience to the divine Laws, ſhall not be unrewarded, our 
Labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord; it is moreover, 
a great Encouragement and Support to good Men under 
the Troubles and Calamities of this Life, eſpecially ſuch 
as they meet with on account of religion; and it muſt 
needs be matter of Comfort and unipeakable joy to a 
virtuous Mind, to know, that when he leaves this World. 
he ſhall enter into a ſtate where Holineſs and Virtue reign 
in Perfection; and on the other Hand, the Terrors of 
the Lord ſet before us in the Scriptures, and threat- 
ned to all wicked Men, are an awful Motive to re- 
ſtrain from Sin and Vice, ſuch degenerate Minds as are 
not to be wrought upon by more noble Mdtives, r 
Cor. 15. 58. 2 Cor. 4. 17, 18. Matt. 5.4. 2 Cor. 5. 18. 
Phil. 1. 23. 2 Cor. 5. 11. Heb. 10.31. and 12. 29. 
Queſt. 32. But is not the Practice of Virtue attended 
with many Advantages, even in this Life? Ard is not this 
'  Confideration a Motive likewiſe to a virtuous Life? _ 
Anſcu. It is very true, a virtuous and holy Lite wants 
not its Rewards, even in this World: Godlineſs is pro- 
fitable unto all Things, having Promiſe of the Life that 
now is, and of that which is to come; length of Days 
is in her right-Hand, and in her left Hand Riches and 
Honour, her Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all 
| her Paths are Peace; (o that, upon all Accounts in keep- 
ing of God's Commandments, there is great Reward; 
though ſtill it is to be remember'd, that the Advan- 
1 | | | | tages 


E © Earth, che Sea, and all that in them is, and reſted the 


| rages of Religion here, are bur the Foretaſtes of what 
we are to receive hereatter, 1. Tim. 4. 8. Prov. 3. 16 
17. Pſal. 19. 11. | | 
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PART III. 


Of the Laws and Inflitutions of the Chriſtian 
e NE 8 


Queſt. 1. H we any Abridgment of the Laws 
of the Chriſtian Religion? 
Anſw. The moral Laws, which were given to the 
Fews, being the very Laws of Reaſon and Nature, are 
alſo Laws of the Chriſtian Religion ; and of theſe we 
bave a Summary in Exod. 20. 1 17. God ſpake 
ce all theſe Words, faying, I am the Lord thy God, which 
te have brought thee our of the Land of Egypt, out of 
ce the Houſe of Bondage. Thou ſhalt have no other Gods 
& before Me. Thou ſhalt not make unto thee any graven 
« Image, or any Likeneſs of any Thing that is in Heaven 
e above, or that is in the Earth beneath, or that is in 
ce the Water under the Earth. Thou ſhalt not bow down 
ce thy ſelt to them, nor ſerve them; for I the Lord thy 
« God am a jealous God, viſiting the: Iniquity of the 
« Fathers upon the Children unto the third and fourth 
ce Generation of them that hate me; and ſhewing Mer- 
ce cy unto Thouſands of them that love me, and keep 
te my Commandments. Thou ſhalt not take the Name 
e ofthe Lord thy God in vain , for the Lord will not 
ce hold him guiltleſs that raketh his Name in vain. Re- 
% member the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy: Six Days 
ce ſhalt thou labour, and do all thy Work; but the ſe- 
* ventbDay is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God in it thou 
e ſhalt not do any Work, thou, nor thy Son, nor thy 
e Daughter, thy Man- Servant nor thy Maid-Servant, 
* nor thy Cattle nor the Stranger that is within thy 
* Gates; For in Six Days the Lord made Heaven and 


> 


* ee ſeventh hey!” - BOL, bo. the Lord bleſſed the Saba 
; ce bath Day, and hallowed it. Honour thy Father and th 
e Mother, that thy Days may be long upon the Land 
« which the Lord thy God giveth thee. Thou ſhalr 
«+ not kill. I hou ſnalt not commit Adultery. Thou 
ee ſhalt not ſteal. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs a- 
ce gainſt thy Neighbour. Thou ſhalt not covet thy 
ce Neighbout's Houle, thou ſhalt not covet thy Neigh- 
« bour's Wife, nor his Man-Servant nor his Maid- 
« Servant, nor his Ox, nor his Afs, nor any Thing that 
c is thy Neizhbour's. 
All theſeare Laws of Reaſon and Nature, if you ex- 
| cept the Fourth, which is yet fo in Part, the Foun- 
K dation of it, namely that ſome Time ſhould be obſer- 
[7 ved for the publick Worthip of God, and the In- 
366 ſtruction of Mankind in Religion and Virtue, being 
| | a Law of Reaſon alſo; tho? the Proportion of Time, 
| and the particular Day ſet aparc for publics Worſhip⸗ f 
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| 3 is indeed of poſitive Inſtitution. n 
| Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has alſo given us a very ſſiort and t 
| Plain Abridgment of the Laws of his Religion, in Mart. D 


22. 37 — 40. „ Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 1 
« with all toy Heart, and with all thy Soul, and with 

e- all thy Mind. This is the firſt and great Command- U 

«© ment. And the ſecond is like unto it, Thou ſhalt 5 

<< love thy Neighbour az thy ſelt. On theſe two Com- J 

SF « mandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.“ : 
I 

1 
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And we have another from the Apoſtle Paul, in his 
Epiſtle to Titus, Chap. 2. II, 12. The Grace of God 
te that bringeth Salvation hach appeared to all Men; 
re teaching us, that denying Ungodiineſs, and worldly” | 
cc Luſts, we thould live ſoberly, right eouſly, and godly 
in this preſent World. 

Queſt. 2. Nhat do que chiefly learn from theſe Abridg: D 
ments of the divine Laws ? 
Anſw, From theſe Abridgments of the divine Laws, b 
we learn what ſhouid be our Temper and Behaviour i 
towards God, towards other Men, and towards our ſelves 
with Reference to our Paſſions and  Apperites ; 5 Which 


Things haye commonly been expret'd by our N to- 
ard 


i. 
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„% bon © 
wards God, our Neighbour, and our ſelves: 
Queſt. 3. What ſhould be our Temper and Behaviour 
or what is our Duty towards God? S 
Anſw. Cur Temper and Behaviour towards God 
ſhould be this: We ſhould eſteem him as the beſt and 
moſt excellent of all Beings, love him above all Things. 
and have a grateful Senſe of his Benefits; we ſhould re- 
tz. MW verence and fear him, and do all to his Honour and 
1. Wl Glory; carefully abſtaining from Perjury, and vein 
Swearing, and every Thing that is contrary to that Ve- 
neration that is due to him; we ſhould put our whoie 
Truſt and Confidence in him, and reſign our ſelves en- 
tirely to his wiſe and good Providence in all Events; 
we thould worſhip him, in the beſt Manner we cin, ac- 
knowledging and adoring his Perfections, praying to 
him for the Supply of all our Wants, and expreſſing cur 
Z | ; : g ; 
Thankſulneſs ro him for all his Mercies and Kindneſ- 
ſes towards us; guarding againſt all Sorts of Idolatry, 
and *uperftition, or any kind of Worſhip that is unwor- 
thy of God; we ſhould believe and obey whatſoever he 
makes known to us, 2s his Will; we ſhouid endeavour to 
imitate and reſemble him in his moral Perfections, as far 
as the Condition of our Nature will admit; and we 
ſhould chuſe bim for our Portion and Happinets, count- 
ing his Favour as Lite, and his Approbation our greateſt 
Joy, Pſal. 145. 3, 7, 9. Mark. 12. 29, 30. P/al. 103. 
I, 2. and 111. 10. Heb. 12. 38. 1 10: 8 
I. 6. Prov. 3. 6. James 4. 7. Jobn 4. 24. Matth. 4. 
Io. Pſal. 145 I, 2, Oc. Matth. 7. 7. Eph.5. 20.1. 
Tim. 5. 18. John 3. 33. Luke 8. 15. Math. 5. 48. 
Eph. 5. 1. Pſal. 73. 25, 26. and 30. 5. and 4. 6, 7. 
Queſt. 4. What ſhould be our Temper and Behaviour 
towards other Men, or what is our Duty towards our 
Neighbour ? N 
Anſw. The Temper or Behaviour we ſhculd have 
towards other Men or our Duty rowards our Neighbour 
is this, that we conſider them 2s Partakers of the human 
Nature, and created in the Image of God, as well as 
we, and eſteem them accordingly; that we entertain an 
univerſal Benevolence to Mankind, and be ſincerely diſ- 
3 Died 
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paoſed to do all Offices of Kindneſs nd Friendſhips td 
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any of them, and to promote their Good and Happis } 
neſs as far as we can; that we be of a publick Spirit, and 
truly concerned for the common Goad; and always 
be ready to do to others, as we our ſelves ſhould think 
it reaſonable and juſt that others fnould do unto us in the 
like Caſe; and that we allow to all the free and peace- 
able Enjoyment of ali their Rights and Properties at- 
ſoever; that we endeavour to be faithful and uſeful in 
every Relation we may bear to others, and render un- 
to all that Honour and Reſpect, or Kindneſs and Con- 
deſcenſion, that may be due to them, according to their 
ſeveral Stations and Relations, whether as Husbands and 
Wives, Farents and Children, Maſters and Scrvants, 
Magiſtrates and Subjecte, Mal. 2. 10. Fob. 31. 15. 
Rom. 12. 9, 10. 1 Pet. 2. 17. Marth. 22. 39. Phil. 
2. 4. Matth. 7. 12. Rom. 13. 1-7. om, 
Queſt. 5. What are the Duties of Hus bands and Wives 
towards each other? | 
Anſw. The Duties of Husbands and Wives towards 
each other, are theſe : To love ore another fervently and 
affectionately; to cohabit or dwell together, and to be 
faithful each to the other, as to the Marriage-Bed; to 
bear with one another's Infirmities, and to ſtudy to pro- 
mote as far as they can, their mutual Comfort and Hap- 
pine's. | | : E 
Queſt. 6. Whatis the pecu jar Duty of the Bucband? 
Anſw. It is the peculiar Duty of the Husband, to 
maintain, protect, and defend his Wife, and give Ho- 
nour to her as to the weaker Veiiel. 3 
Queſt. 7. What is the peculiar Duty of the Wife *? _ 
Arſe. It is the peculiar Duty of the Wife to feve- 
rence her Husband, and be ſubject to him in all Things: 
that are lawful and decent; and to order the Affairs of 
her Family with Prudence, Diſcretion and Frugality. 
Eph. 5. 22 — 33. Col. 3. 18, 19. Tit. 2. 3, 4. 1 Pet. 


1 — 
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Queſt. 8. Noat is the Daty of Parents towards their 
Childreu? | — 
Anfw. It is the Duty of Parents to take an , | 

? 7 . 7 1 E 
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Care of their Children, in their young and tender Tear 
and when they come to the exerciſe of Reaſon, to in- 
ſtruct them in Religion and Virtue, and to train tbem 

up in the Practice ot it; to ſet them a good Example in 
their own Lives; to correct them prudently and mode- 
rately when there is occaſion for it, but not to treat them 

with Harſhneſs and Rigour; to have them taught ſome 
boneft Employment or Buſineſs, whereby they may ſup- 
port themſelves, and be uſeful in their Generation; to 

give them, when they ſet out in the World, ſuch a 
Proportion of their Wealth and Subſtance, as their Cir- 
cumſtances will allow; and withal to beg the divine 
Bleſſing upon them. . 

Queſt. 9. bat is the Duty of Chilaren towards their 
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neſs, Poverty, or old Age, Eph. 6. 14. Col. 3. 20, 
21. Prov. 22. 6. and 13. 34. and 15. 5. and 29. 15 
17. and 30. 17. Matth. 15. 4, 5, 6. 
Queſt. 10. What is the Duty of Maſters towards their 
Servants ? ; 
Auſau. The Duty of Maſters towards their Servants 
is in general, To give them that which is juſt and equal, 
as knowing that they alſo have a Maſter in Heaven; 
8 and particularly, that they require no Services of them 
„ that are unlawful, and above their Strength and Capa- 
f MW city; that they do not exact their Labours with Rigout 
Ys | and Severity, but treat them with Moderation and Hu- 
. manity; that they allow them a Competency of whole- 
| ſore Food for the Nouriſhment of their Bodies, and 
ir reaſonable Time for Sleep and Reſt, for Devotion and 
In ſtruction in Religion, and that they faithfully reward 
them for their Services, and honeſtly pay them their 
„„ ( Queſt. 


gw, 


1 | 


tinue in their Service the Time they agreed for, and 


take ſpecial Care to enact no Laws but what are juſt and 
righteous, and conducive to the Good of the Commu- 
nity; nor to impoſe any Taxes, but whatare neceſſary, 


* miniſtration. 


with the Execution of the Laws, ſhould be Men of 


ally, and without Reſpect of Perſons; not juſtifying the 
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© Queſt: 11. What is the Duty of Servants towards th: 
Anſw. It is the Duty of Servants, to behave towards 
their Maſters with ſuitable Reverence and Honour, not 


3 


murmuring againſt them, or giving them angry and 


diſreſpectful Anſwers; they are to yield a cheerful and 
ready Obedience to their lawful and reaſonable Com- 
mands, being diligent and induſtrious in doing the 
Work or Buſineſs that is appointed them, and that whe- 
ther their Maſters be preſent or not, reme bring that 


the Eye of God is alwd4ys upon them: they ſhould take 


a faithful Care of what is committed to their Truſt, not 
purloining, ſtealing, or embezling their Maſter's Goods 
thernſelves, nor ſuffering others to have an Wen a 
of doing it, ſo far as they can prevent it, nor conni- 
ving at them in any ſuch Practices; and that they con- 


do not unfairly withdraw themſelves from their Maſter's 

Yoke, Eph. 6. 5 9. Col. 3. 22. 4. 1. 1 Tim. 6. 1,2. 

Tit. 2, 9, 10. Mal. 3. 5. Fam. 5. 4. t Pet. 2. 18, 19, 20. 
Queft. 12 What is the Duty of all ſupreme Governors? 
Anſw. It is the Duty of all ſupreme Governors, to 


uſefu!, and reaſonable; they ought to govern their Sub- 
jects- according to the Laws and Conſtitutions of the 
Natfon, without aſſuming or affecting an arbitrary & 
Power; they are to protect their Subjects in all their IN 


Rights and Privileges, having a tender Concern for the 
' Preſervation of their Liberties, and a ſincere Regard to 


their Welfare and Happineſs in the whole of their Ad- 


- Queſt. 13. What is the Duty of ſubordinate Magiſ- 
trates, who are entruſted with the Execution of the Laws? 
 Anſw. Subordinate Magiſtrates, whoare entruſted 


Truch and Fidelity, fearing God, and hating. Covetout- 
neis; they ſnould adminiſter Juftice equally, imparti- 


Wicked 


2 


Wicked for a Reward, nor taking away the Righteouſ- 
neſs of the Righteous from him; not regarding the 
Rich, becauſe he is Rich, nor the Poor, becaule he is 
Poor; they ſhould diligently and faithfully put the Laws 
in Execution for the Puniſhment of Evil-doers, and 
the Praiſe and Protection of thoſe who. do well; con- 
ſulting 'n all Things the Honour and Intereſt of the 
Government under which they act, and the Good of 
the Subjects that are committed to their Care; re- 
membring that they themſelves muſt give an Account. 
Queſt. 14. What is the Duty of Subjects towards their 
Governors and Magiſtrates ? Rind | 5 
Anſu. The Duty of Subjects towards their Gover- 
nors and Magiſtrates, is this; they ſhould honour and 
reverence their Perſons, according to their Station and 


Rank; not ſpeaking Evil of Dignities, nor treating any 


of them with Inſolence and Contempt; they ſhould 
cheerfully ſubmit to their Government and Authority, 
according to Law, and fo far as is conſiſtent with a 
good Conſcience ; they ſhould readily and willingly pay 
the Taxes and Tributes that are required by the Laws; 
end they ſhould heartily recommend them in their Pray- 
ers, to the Conduct and Protection of the Almighty, 
and implore his Bleſſing on them and their Govern- 
ment, Exod. 18. 21. 2 Chron. 19. 5, 6, 7. Matth. 22. 
21. Rom. 13. 1--- 7. Tit. 3. 1. I Per. 2. 13---17. 2 
Pet. 2. 10. Jude 8 1 Tim. 2. 1, 2. 1 
Queſt. 15. What other Duties do we owe to our Feld- 
Creatures? | 
Anſw. The other Duties that we owe to our Fellows 
Creatures, of the fame human Nature with our ſelves 
are theſe, that we abhor Murder and Bloodſhed, and 
have a tender Regard for the Life and Health of others, 


. 


that we never attempt to violate the Rights of the Mar- 


riage-bed, or the Chaſtity of any Perſon whatſoever ; 
hat we be honeſt and juſt inall our Dealings, and ready 
o make full Reſtitution, if we have wronged any; that 
e be grateful to our Benefactors, kind to the Poor, 

ind compaſſionate to all in Diſtreſs; that we pity the 
gnorant, and ſuch as are our of the Way, and endea- 
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vou, by ſeaſonable Inſtruction, prudent Adthonition; 


and a good Example, to bring them into the Paths of 


Truth and Righteouſneſs; that we bave a tender Reg rd 


for the Character and Reputation of others, and abſtain 
from ſlandering and revjling, or bearing falſe Witneſs 
againſt our Neighbour ; that we love and ſpeak the Truth, 
and abhor Lying and Diſſimulation; that we be true to 
any Truſt committed to us, keep our Words, faithfully 
perform our Covenants and Bargains, and be candid 
and ſincere in our whole Converſation; that we be of 
a peaczable Temper and Carriage towards all Men, and 


endeavour, as far as poſſible, to promote Peace and 


Friendſhip among others; that we ſtudy to be uſeful in 
the World, and do Good, according to our Capacities 
and Abilities, and be diligent and induftrious in that 
State and Condition of Life it may pleaſe God to carve 
out for us, Matth. 5. 21, 22, 27. 28. Luke 19. 8 
and 6. 32, 33. 34. Coloſſ 3. 15. Row. 12. 13. Luke 
3. 11. Prov. 19. 17. Matt 5. 7.and 25. 35, 36. Prov. 


27. 5. 6. 1Theſſ. 5. 14. Matt. 5. 16. Tit. 3.2: Luke 3. 


14. Pſal. 15. 2, 3. Eph. 4. 25. Gal. 5.22. Phil. 4. 8. 
> p 17s: 4. Ht: I2. +5: 
Queſt. 16. What ſhould be the T»mper and Behaviour 
of every Man, with Reference to his Appetites and Paſ- 
frons, or what is the Duty of every Man towards himſelf * 
Anſw. The Duty of every one of us towards our 
ſelves, is, in general, this; That we ſhould conſider 
our ſelves as made in the Image of God, having rea- 
ſona ble andimmortal Souls, but lodged in frail and mor- 
tal Bodies, and that therefore we ſhould endeavour by 
all lawful ard proper Means, to preſerve our Liyes, and 
to enjoy ſound Minds in found Bodi-s ; but we ſhould 
eſpecially take care to provide for the Happineſs of our. 
immortal Souls in the future State; that for theſe Ends 
we ſhould ſtudy to have our Minds furniſhed wich uſt 
ful Knoyledge, eſpecially the Knowledge of the true 
Rel:gion, and to cheriſh and improve all thoſe good 
Affections, and virtuous Diſpoſitions, which our wile 
and bountiful Creator has implanted in our Nature, and 
Bat we ſhould endeayour ſo to goyern our bodily 3p: 


petites and Paſſions, that we may be alu ays ready to 


perform any other Part of our Duty, Cen. 1. 27. Eccleſ. 
12. 7. Job. 14. 14. Acts 27. 34. I Tim. 5. 23. Matt. 
16. 26. Luke 10. 42. John 6. 27. 2 Pet. 1, 5. Hof. 4. 
6. Phil. 4. 8. Gal. 5. 24. Col. 3.5. 


Queſt. 17. What are the particular Duties we owe to 


our ſelves ? 5 5 | | 
Anſw. The particular Duties we owe to our ſelves are 
theſe, Tt a: we ſhould not at any Time be overcharged 
with Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs, but be temperate and 
ſober in all Things; that we ſhou'd not be gulity of any 
Kinds or Acts of Uncleanneſs, but be pure and chaſte, 
both in our Diſpoſition and Beba viour; that we ſhould 


not be wiſe in our own Conceit, nor think of our ſelves, 
in any Reſpect, or on any Account, more highly than 


we ought to think, but ſhould be cloathed with -Humi- 
lity, and lowly in Mind ; that we ſhould not allow our 
ſelves to be angry without a Cauſe, or in any Degree 
that puts us beyond the Uſe of Reaſon, or upon do- 
ing any Thing that is contrary to i-, but fhould be 
meek, gentle, and long-ſuffering ; that we ſhould nor 
ſuffer the Sun to go down upon our Wrath, or Anger to 
reſt in our Boſom, or Revenge to boil within vs, but 
ſhould be always aredy to forgive and be reconciled; . 
that we ſhould have our Converſation without Cove- 


touſneſs, and an anxious Care for the World, being 


content with ſuch Things as we bave, and patient 


under any Adverſities that may befal us, Lukez1. 34 


Eph. 5. 18. Mat. 5. 8. Rom. 12. 3, 16. 1 Pet. 5. 5. 
Matt. 5. 22. Epb. 4. 26. Matt. 5. % 3.225 + 
23. James 3. 17. Rom. 12. 14, 17, 19, 20, 21. Col. 
3. 12, 13. Matt. 6. 12, 14, 15. Heb. 13. 5. PE. 4. 


6. Matt. 6. 25 ---34. Luke 21. 19. 2 Per. 1. 7. 
Queſt. 18. What is the Nature of that Obedience aul ich 


the Goſpel requires to its Laws? 


Anſw. The Obedience which the Goſpel requires to 
its I. aws, muſt be ſincere, univerſa!, conſtant, and 
perſeve ring, performed with Chearfulneſs and Zeal, 
and accompanied with Courag: and Prudence, Phil. 
I. 10. James 2. 10. 1 Cor. 15. 58. Gal. 5. 22. Ti. ++ 
14 2 Pet. I. 6. 1 Cor. 16. 13. Matt. 10. 6. Queſt. 


* 1 f 
Queſt. 19. Hath Ay ACRE fearful Judęmenie 
. againſt thoſe who diſobey the Laws of the Goſpel? \ 
Anſw. Les, he hath, in divers Places of the Holy 
'Scrip. ure; particularly, in 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10. © Know 
ee ye not that the Unrighteous ſhall not inherit the 
« Kingdom of God? Be not dec-ived ; ns ither For- 
cc n1.ators, nor Idolaters, nor Adulterers, nor Effemi- 
« nate, nor Abuſers of themſelves with Mankind, nor 
ce Thieves, nor ovetous, nor Drunkards, nor Re- 
ee vilers, nor E:tortioners, ſhall inherit the Kingdom 
«« of God. Gal. 5. 19, 20, 21. Now the Works of 
c the Fleſh re mauteit, which are theſe ; Aduttery, 
«- Fornication, Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſneis, Idolatry, 
ce Witchcraft, Hatred, Variance, F mulations, Wrath, 
ve Strite, Seditions, Hereſies, Envyings, Murders; Drun- 
« kennels, Revellings, and ſuch like; of the which I 
e forewarn you, as I have a ſo told you in Time paſt, 
ee that they which do ſuch | hings, ſhall not inherit 
« the Kingdom of God. Rev. 21. 8. But the Fear- 
er ful and Unb:lieving, and the Abominable, and Mur- 
e derert, and Whoremongers, and Sorcerers, and I- 
ce dolaters, and all Liars, ſhall have their Part in theLake 
« which burneth wich Fire and Brimſtone, which 1s 
the n De th.“ See allo Eph. 5. 3 — 6. Col. 
3.55 8. = 5 
Queſt. 20. How may thoſe who have been guilty of any 
of theſe Sins eſcare the Judgment of God, and be re- 
ſtored to the divive Favour? | 
Anſw. All thote who have tranſgreſſed any of the 
divine Laus, muſt in order to eſcape the Judgments of 
Gods, and obtain his Favour, heartily and i:ncerely re- 
pen” them of their Sins, earneſtly implore the Mercy 
of God, through Jeſus Chriſt, and endeavour for the 
future, to walk in Newreſs of Life, Matt. 9. 13. Acts 
3. 19. 1 Cor. 6. 11. 1 Jol 1. 9. and 2. I, 2. Rom. 


8. 4. 
Queſt. 21. herein dies true Repentance conſſt? 
Anſw. rue R epentance conſiſts in forſaking our Sins, 
aad returning to the Obedience of God's Laws with our 
Whole Hearts, Caily teforming whatever we find 2 | 
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either in our Temper 
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endeavouring .coovercome our Infirmities, and to grow 
in Goodneſs and Virtue, Ia. 1. 16, 17. and 55. 7. Prov. 
28. 23. Matt. 3. 8. 2 Cor. 7. 1. 2 Pez. 3. 18. 1Theff. 
4. 1. 2 Pet. 1. 5,6, 7, 8. „ 

Queſt. 22. Should not Repentance be early and ſpeedy ? 
And is there not great Danger in the Delay of it? | 
| Anſw. There is ſuch a Deceitfulneſs in Sin, ſuch a 
Difficulty in reforming vicious Habits, and our Abode 
here is fo ſhort and uncertain, th t there 1s no- 
thing more dangerous than to delay Repentance; and 
therefore, every one ſhould ſpeedily forſake his Sin: and 
return without delay to the Practice of Virtue and 


- Righteouſneſs, Heb. 3. 13, 15. Fer. 13-23. Eſal. 119. 


59, 60. 
Queſt. 23. What ſhould all, and eſpecially young Peo- 
ple, learn from the Danger of delaying Repentance? © 
Anſw. Young People thouid learn from this Con- 


ſidera:ion, to remember their Crea:or ia the Days of 


their Youth, and to confecrate the Flower of their Age, 
and the Feginning of their Strength, to the Service cf 
God, and the Practice of Piery and Virtue; they ſhould 
fice youchful Lufts, and all ſinful Pleaſures, as know- 


ing that for all theſe Things God will bring them into 
Judgment; they ſhould carefully avoid the Snares they 
are expoſed to, eſpecially from Idleneſs and bad Com- 


pany; and they ſhould diligently apply themſelves to 
fome uſeful Buſineſs, joining Withal the attentive read- 


ing of the Holy Scriptures, and fervent Devotion to- 
wards God, Ecleſ. 11. 9. and. 12. 1. 2 Tim. 2. 22. 
Prov. 1. 10. and 4. 14, 15. and 13. 10. P/al. 119. 


9. 2 Is. 3. 15- 


Ard from the ſame Conſideration, all ſhould learn 
to ſeek the Lord while he may be found, tocall upon 


him while he is near, to improve their Health and Time, 
and embrace the preſent Seaſons and Opportunities of 


Action; and to live in a conſtant Expectation of their 


approaching Diſſolution, nd a due Preparation for i-, 
not Knowing how ſoon the Night may come upon them, 
ww no Man can work, Ia. 55. 6. Eccleſ. 9. 
oh . 4. 3 | n 


or Converſation, and conſtantly 
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Queſt. 24. But are hore not ſome Duties required of 
us towards Jeſus Chrift, as our Medigtor? © 
-  Anſw. Yes, there are, and they are chiefly theſe; 
That we believe in him, and receive him as our Prophet, 
Prieft, and King; aſſenting to all the Doctrines he hath 
taught us, endea vouring to imitate his Example, look- 
ing for the Pardon of Sin, and Acceptance with God, 
only through the Efficacy of his Sacrifice and Interceſ- 
ſion; honouring and adoring him as our Lord and King, 
and being obedient to the Laws of his Kingdom; that 
we love him ſincerely, and have a thanktul Senſe of 
his Kindnets and Benefits to us; that we acknowledge 
him before Men, and make publick Profeſſion of his 
Religion; that we be ready, if calle i to it, to deny our 
ſelves, to take up our Croſs and follow him; and that 
e pe cting him to be our final Judge, we rejoice in him, 
in hope of that eternal Reward he will beſtow on us in 
tha: Day, John 1. 12. and 13, 15. 1 John 2. 6. Eph. 
I. 6, 7 Jobn 5 22, 23. Matt. 11. 28, 29, 30. 1 Per. 
1. 8. Mark 8. 34, 38. Rev. 1. 6. and 5. 9, 10, 12, 13. 
Queſt. 25. And are there not ſome Duties incumbent 
on us with Relation to the Holy Spirit? 
 Anſw. ur Dutv, with relation to the Holy Spirit, 
is to receive with Faith, Love and Reverence, thoſe 
Holy Oracles that were given by his Inſpiration; to pray 
for his Aſſiſtance to ſubdue our Corruptions, and to at- 
tain to an Habit of Holineſs and Virtue ; not to reſiſt, 
quench, or grieve the Spirit, or, by any deliberate or 
habitual Sins, to provoke him to depart from us, but 
to give up our ſelve sto his Guidance, and keep our 
Souls and Bodies s mee: Temples and Habitations for 
him to dwell in, and to abound in his Fruits, 2 Tim. 3. 
15, 16, 17 Luke 11. 13. Acts 7.51. Eph. 4. 30. 1 
Tim. 5. 19. 1 Cor. 6. 19. Eph. 2. 22. and 5. 9, 18. 
Gal. 5. 22, 23. 5 : 
Queſt. 26. What Inſtrudtions has our Lord given us con- 
cernimg the Duty of Prayer? i 
Anſw. He hath taught us to pray after this Manner 
Our Father which art in Heaven, hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come, Thy Will be done in Earth as it is in 
2 eaven 


ya 4 


J Rn on 
Heaven. Give us this Day our daily Bread. And forgive 
us our Debts as we forgive our Debtors. And lead us 
- not into Temptation, but deliver us from Evil: For thine 
1 it the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, for ever. 

h Amen. Matt. 6. 9— 13. . 
- WU Queit. 27. bat do we chiefly deſire of God in this 
Prayer ? a7 | 55 
5 Anſw. In this Prayer we chiefly ask of God, our 
5 heavenly Father, who is the Giver of all Good, that he 
t would grant unto us, and to all Men, that we may 
E - woribip and obey him, as we ought to do; rhat to this 
. End he would fend his Goſpel through the World, that 
; all the Inhabitants of the Earth may come to the Know- 
ödjͤü  ledge of the Truth; that he would be pleaſed to grant 
N us thoſe Things that are needful for the ſupport ot 
i our Lives; that he would be merciful to us in the Par- 
| don of our Sins, and give'us Grace to obey him for 
the Time to come; that he would keep us from the 
Power of Temptation, deliver us from every evil Way 
and Work, and preſerve us to his heavenly Kingdom, 
2 Tim.3. 1. Ads 14. 17. Heb. 4. 16. Matt. 26. 41. 
2 Tim. 4. 18. | | 
Queſt. 28. What farther Directious hath he given us 
concerning the Performance of divine Worſhip ? | 
Anſw. He bath directed us to perform divineWorſhip, 
and otter up all our Prayers, Praiſes and Thanksgivings 
unto God, our heavenly Father, in the Name of Zeſus 
Chriſt, our bleſſed Mediator, and by the Aliſtance of 
the _ Spirit, ohn 16, 23, 24. Col. 3. 17. Eph: 
. | | 


Queſt. 29. Are we not required in Scripture, to have 
public Aſſemblies for the Worſhip of God and our Inſtruc- 
tion in Religion? | | 

Anſw. It appears from ſeveral Paſſages of Holy Scrip- 
ture, that it is our Duty to afſ=mble our ſelves together 
in united Societies for publick Worſhip and Inſtruction; 
and it is very agreeable to the Lignt of Nature that we 
ſhould do ſo; and the firſt Day oſ the Week, com- 
monly called the Lora's-Day, has been, in all Ages of 
the Church; ſer apart for that End, Acts 9. 31. and 
: 3 13. 
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13. 1. and 14. 23, 27. and 15. 35, 41. and 6. 5. and 
20. 17, 28. 1 Cor. 11. 16, 17, 18. 20, 22, 33, 34. 
and 14. 5. 19, 23, 26-—35. and 16. 1, 19. Gal. 1, 
2--22. 1 Tim. 1. I. Heb. 10. 19—25. Jam. 1. 21. 
6. 9. Kev. „ 

Qieſt. 30. Do not the Scriptures make mention of an 
Order of Men to preſide in Chriſtian Aſſemblies, and in- 
ſtruc? them in Religion? . 


Auſw. The Scriptures ſpeak frequently of an Order 


of Men, whoſe Bufineſs it is to inſtruct the People com- 
mitted to their Care in the Doctrines of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and to perſwade them to the Practice of Ho- 
lineſs and Virtue; to preſide in the ſeveral Parts of Pub- 
lick W orthip, and in the Exerciſe of Diſcipline, ac- 
cording. to the Laws of Chriſt, and they are commonly 
called by the Names of Paſtors and Teachers, and Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel: And this alſo is very agreeable to 
the Light of Nature, being uſeful for the decent and 
orderly Performance of publick Worſhip, and to pre- 
ſerve the Knowledge and Senſe of Religion in the World. 
Acts 13. 1. and 14. 23. and 20. 17, 28. Eph. 4. 11, 


Ii. Phil. x. 1. 1 Zim. 5. 17, 19. 1 Theff. 5. 12: 13. 


I Tim. 3. 1---7. 2 Tim. 2. 2. Titus 1. 5 --- 9. Heb. 13. 
7, 17, 24. James 5. 14. I Pet. 5. 1—4. . 
Queſt. 31. But ſhould not Fathers and Heads of Fami- 


lies perform Religious Worſhip, with the Members of their 
Families, and inſtruct them, as well as they are able, in 


Religion and Virtue ? And ſhould not every one practiſe De- 

votion in ſecret? | . 
Anſ. The Practice of Family-Worſnip and Inſtruc- 

tion, as alſo of ſecret Devotion, being very conducive 


to preſerve in the Minds of Men a conſtant Senſe of 


Religion and V irtue, in the midſt of their worldly A 
furs, it is plainly the Intereſt, as well as the Duty ofevery 
one, carefully to obſerve it; and they ſhould perform 


ſuch Duties with Seriouſneſs, Reverence and Attention. 


Queſt. 32 Hath Chriſt appointed any Rite of Admij- 


fron into hit Church? 


Anſw. Ves, he hath appointed Baptiſm; that is, be- 


ing wa hed with Water in (or into) the Name of the 


Father, 


Father, the Son, and the h Ghot, in token of be- 
coming the Dilciples of Chriſt, Members of his Church, 
and obliged to obey his Laws, Matt. 28. 18, 19, 20. 
Queſt. 33. Hath Chriſt appointed any Memorial of his 
own Sujtrings and Death ? „ 
Anſu. He hath commanded us to take Bread and 
Wine, and, having given Thanks, to eat of the Bread, 
and drink ot the Wine, with Reverence and Devo- 
tion, in Thankful Remembrance that he died for us, 
and in Token of our Fellowſhip with him as our Head 
and King, and with all our Chriſtian Brethren, as Mem- 
bers of the ſame Body, and Subjects of the ſame King- 
dom: Mart. 26. 25, 27, 28. 1 Cor. 11. 23=--29. and 


= 10. 16, 17. 


Queſt. 34. Nhat is required of thoſe who come to ie Lords 
Supper? ” To | 
Anſu. It is required of thoſe who would come to the 
Lord's-Supper, or perform any other Part of divine 


_ Vorſhip in an acceptable Manner, to examine them- 


ſelves, whether they repent them truly of their former 


Sins, ſtedfaſtly purpoſing, and ſincerely endeavouring, 
to lead a new Life; whether they have a thankful Re- 


membrance of the Death of Chriſt, and a juſt Senſe of 


the Advantages we enjoy by the Goſpel ; and whether 
they have a ſincere Love to their Chriſtian Erethren, 
and to all Men, 1 Cor. 5. 7, 8. and 11. 28. 

Queſt. 35. hat is the chief Deſign of the Goſpel In- 
Fo = 

Anſw. The chief Deſign of the Inſtitutions of the 
Goſpel is, to preſerve always, in the Minds of Men, 
lively and ſerious Impreſſions of the Being and Provi- 


dence of God, the Certainty of a future State, the Ob- 


ligations of Religion, and the great Advantages of an 
holy and virtuous Life; that, by all theſe Means, tt ey 
may be render'd uicful and ſerviceable one to another, 
while they are herd, and may be prepared and quali- 
fied for eternel Happireſs hercafter, Eph. 4. 11, 12, 


13, 14. 15, 16. 


A SHORT- * 


CATECHISM. 


PARTY - 
Of the Reaſons of the Chriſtian RE LIS IO N. 


Queſt. 1. WET HAT is true Religion? les 
Anſw. True Religion conſiſts in the 
Performance of the Duties we owe to God, to our 
Neighbour, and to our ſelves, proceeding from the 
Love of God, and of Mankind. Tit. 2. 11, 12. Matt. 
22. 37. 40. | 
Queſt. 2. What is the firſt Principle of all Religion? 
Anſu. The firſt and leading Principle of all Religion 
is, to believe that God is, and that he is a Rewarder 
of them who diligently ſeek him. Heb. 11. 6. 
Queſt. 3. How does it appear that there is a God? 
Anſw. By the Things that are made, it evidently ap- 
pears, that there is an eternal Power and Godhead, a 
Firſt Cauſe, who is moſt powerſul, wiſe, and good. 
Rom. 1. 20. | Ls 
Queſt. 4. Hath God made any Revelation of his Will 
to Mankind? | | 
Anſu. Beſides the Light of Nature, which he hath 
afforded unto all Men, he hath at ſundry times, and in 
divers manners, ſpoken 1a timespaſt, unto the F * 
| b 


by the Prophets, and in D 22 Days, he hath ſpo- 
ken unto us by his Son. Heb. 1. 1, 2. 05 
Queſt. 5. How does it appear that Moſes and the Pro- 
phets, Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles were ſent by God to 
declare his Will? | ; b | 
Anſw. It appears they were ſent by God to declare 
his Will, by three Arguments, which taken together 
do abundantly prove their divine Miſſion. 
Queſt. 6. What is the firſk Argument? 3 
Anſw. The firſt Argument is taken from the Excel 
lency of the Doctrines they taught, which were wor- 
thy of God, and fitted to promote the Happineſs of 
Mankind. | | 
Qieſt. 7. What is the ſecond Argument? 
Anſw. The ſecond Argument is taken from the Mi- 
racles they worked, which were great and ſurprifing, 
ſuch as no Man could have done unleſs God had been 
with him. John 3. 1,2. 
Queſt. 8. What is the third Argument to prove their 
divine Miſſion? VT 5 
Anſu. The third Argument is taken from the Spi- 
rit of Propheſie, whereby they foretold many future E- 
vents, ſuch as none could have foreſeen without a divine 
Revelation, and which accordingly came to pals. Rev. 
19. 10. Dy | 3 
"Quet?. 9. But how does it appear that they taught ſuch 
Doctrines, and worked ſuch Miracles, and foretold ſucb 
future Events? „5 | fn 
Anſu. This appears from ſeveral Arguments, the 
firſt whereof is this, That they ſpake and acted in the 
moſt open and publick Manner, for theſe Things were 
not done in a Corner. Acts 26. 26. a : 
Queſt. 10. What further Evidence have you of tbe 
Truth of theſe Facts? Oc . 

Anſw. The Truth of theſe Facts is fartter evident 
from this Conſideration, that they areteftily'd by thoſe 
who were Eye and Ear Witneſſes of what they relate, 
and who laid down their Lives in Confirmation of 
"their Teſtimony. 1 John 1. 1, 2, 3. 2 Pet. 1. 16. 


Acts 7. 59. and 12. 2. | 
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Deere 11. Have Jou: wy Thing # more, Yo fa y in prorf of 
of this Point? 5 
Anſw. Les. There ike: frcher to be ſaid, thar : 
thoſe who have related all tt ee Facts, were themſelves th 
endowed with the extraordinary and miraculous Gifts 28 
of the Holy Ghoſt. Ads 2. 1, 2, 3 2 : | Ol 
Queft. 12. But where is the Account of all theſe C 
Things to be found, and how do we come to th: Knowledge ff I. 
of them? 1 
Arſw. The Account of theſe Things i is handed down 
fo us in the Books of the Old and New Teſtaments, ? 
which were written by ſome of theſe Witneſſes, and 
by ſuch others as had the extraordinary I of the 1 
Spirit of God. Heb. 2. 3, 4. 2 Per. 1. 2 1 4 
- | . Ty . 
LE N 1 
Of the Articles of the Chriſtian 5 1 7 H. 
Queſt. rx. HAT do the Scriptures reach us to be- | 
lieve concerning God? | 
Anſw. The Scriptures teach u, That there is but one | 


God and Father of all, a Being of moſt perfet Wi- 
dom, Goodneis and Power, the Creator, Preſerver, 
and Governor of all Tnings, who is above all, and 
through all, and in us all, x Cor. 8 6. Eph. 4. 6. 
Queſt. 2. What ds the Scriptures teach us concerning 
the Creation of Mankind? 

Anſw. The Scriptures teach us, that God created 
Man in his own Image, having che Work of the Law 
i written in his Heart, and being endowed wich Reaſon 
1 end Underſtanding, with kind and benevolent Affecti- 
45 ons, and with Dominion over the inferiour Creatures. 
Fi Gen. 1. 26, 27. Rom 2. 15. Eph. 4. 24. Cal. 3. 10. 
1 | Queſt. 3. What do the Scriptures te. cb us to believe 
qi concerning Jeſus Chriſt ? 
= -- Anſw. The Scriptures teach us to believe, ther Aſat 
Chriſt is the only begotten Son of Gd, the Brig 


of che Father's Glory, and the expreſs Image of his 
Perſon ; that he became Man, and is the Redeemer of 
the World, the only Mediator between God and Man; 
the Prophet, Prieft and King of the Church, who dy'd- 
and roſe again, and aſcended into the Heavens, and is 
ordained by God to be the Lord of all, the Judge of 
Quick and Dead. Matt. 16. 16. Heb. 1. 2. Tit. 2. 
14. 1 Cor. 15. 3, 4. and 8. 6. Ads 10. 42. and 17: 
HE | 
2 eſt. 4. hat do the Scriptures teach us concerning 
the Holy Ghoſt? Ds 5 | 
_ Anſw. Concerning the Holy Ghoſt the Scriptures 
te ach us, that he is the Spirit of the Father and of the Son; 
who ſpake by the Prophets, wbo led the Apoſtles in- 
to all Truth, and who is the Sanctifier and Guide of 
all good Chriſtians. Jobn 15. 26. and 16. 13. 2 Pet. 
F. 2%. £0. 3. 13 | | 

Queſt. 5. hat do the Scriptures teach us concerning 
the Pardon of Sin? | ” N 

Anſw. The Scriptures teach us, that if we ſincerely 
repent of our Sins, ſo as to forſake them, and reform 
our Lives according to the Laws of the Goſpel, we ſhall 
obtain the Pardon of them, how great or many ſoever 
they have been, and be graciouly accepted of God, 

through Jeſus Chriſt. Luke 24. 47. 1 Tim. 1. 15. 
1. . 9: Prov. 28. 1%; . 
Queſt. 6. Vat do the Scriptures teach us concerning 
a ſuture State? | | „ 

Anſw. The Script:res teach us, that there is another 
Lite after this, wherein all Men having been raiſed 
from the Dead, and judged according to their Works, 
chall be either happy or miſerable, according as their 
prevailing Temper and Behaviour bas been in this World, 
whether good or bad. John 5. 28, 29. 2 Cor. 5. 10. 


Matt. 25. 46. „ 
3 we Pax III. 


= _ cw 2 


Of the Laws ant Sion: of the GOSPEL; 


aeft, I. 4 VE we any Abridgment of the Laus 0 
Ty H- . of. the Goſpel? 


Arſu. Our Lord ſus CL has given us a very ſhort 


and plain Abridgment ot the Laws of his Religion in 
Matt. 22. 37, 40. Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 
uith all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, and nk alk. 


thy Mind: This is the firſt and great Commandment. And 
the ſecond is like unto it, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour 
as thy ſelf. On theſe two Commandments hang all the Law 


and rhe Prophets. And we have another from the Apo- 


ſtle Paul, in this Epiſtle to Titus, Chap. 2. 11, 12. 
The Grace of God that bringeth Salvation, hath appeared 
to all Men; teaching ut, that denying unzodlineſs aud worldly 


Luſts, we Gould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in 22 
preſent world. See alſo to the ſame purpole, Matt. 1 9 16, 


19. Rom. 13. 8, 9, 10. 


| Queſt. 2. Woat do we learn from theſe Abridgments of 
the Chriſtian Laws? 

Anſw. We learn from them our Duty to God, out 
Ts and our ſelves. | 


Queſt. 8 What is our Duty towards God? 
Anſw. Our Duty towards God is, to love, fear, re⸗ 


verence and honour him above all Things; to depend 


upon him, and truſt in him ar all Times, and to ſubmit to 

his Will in all Events. Mark 12. 29, 30. Heb. 13. 

28. Mal. 1. 6. Pſal. 62. 8. Luke 22. 42 
Queſt. 4. What other Duties do we owe to God RE 
Anſw, The other Duties we owe to God are chiefly 


theſe, ro worſhip him in ſincerity and Truth, in every 


thing by Prayer and Supplication, with Thankſgiving» 
offering up our Requeſts unto him; to endeavour to 


imitate him, as far as the Frailty of our N ature will ww” * N 
| - == 
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dealt by in the like Cafe ; to behave with due Submif-* 
| fion and Reverence towards our Superiors, with a 


mild⸗ courteous, and obliging towards all. Mark 12. 31. 
—_ 12. Rom. 13. 7. «nd 12. 16. 1 Per. 3. 8. 


are chiefly theſe, that we carefully abſtain from Mur- 


Alandering, and back-biting; that we hurt no body by 
| friendly, and uſetul to all; 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10. and 13. 4. 


one of ur towards our ſelves? ? 2 


; 
. 


J. 16, 26. Marth. 5. 3: 5, 8, and 6, 1a, Row, 12.37 
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erte . Phi . 4. 6. Epb. 33 * 

1 21. Pſal. 73. 25, 26. Joh 

1. Fſat. 73. 2, . — 
« Queft. 8 What is our Duty toward our Neighbour #% |} 
_ Anſw. Our Duty towards our Neighbour is, to love 

him as our ſelves, and to do to others as we would be 


: 57 2 7 which is 
x 4. 24.6. Eph. 3. 


prudent Condeſcention towards our Inferiors, and to be 


. 6. What other Duties do weowe to our Neighbour? | 
Anſw. The other Duties we owe to our Neighbour | 


der, Adultery, Fornication,"Thefr,Robbery, Oppreſſion, © 
and all Manner of Fraud and Injuſtice; and 4. lying. 


Word or Deed; and; as far as we can, to be Rind. 


7. Heb. 13. 4: ©, t 
* 7. Whatis the Duty of every one towards bim 
2 I | . | 3 LE 
a Anſiu. The Duty of every one towards himſelf, is, in 
general, to endeavour fo to govern his bodily Apetites 
and Paſſions, that he may enjoy a ſound Mind in a ſound 
Body, and be at all Times in a fit Temper and Diſpo- 
ſition to perform any other part of his Duty. Prov. 
25. 28. 1 Cor. 6. 12, 13, 19, 20. and 9. 25, 26; 27. 
„ Eo. „„ 
Queſt. 8. What are the particular Duties we que every 


Anſw, The particular Duties we owe every one of uus 
towards our ſelves are chiefly theſe, that we be ten- | 
perate and fober, pure and chaſte, humble andlowly, © 
meek and forgiving, and patient under adverſity; to have”. 
our Converſation without Coverouſneſs; and ro Ern 
in whatever State we are therewith to be content. Gat ' 
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ll nſw. Our Obelience 1 to the ; Laws of the Goſpel 
|= ſhould be ſincetę and univerſal,conftant and perſevering, 
performed with Cheerfulneis and Zeal, with Prudence 
and Courage Philip. 1. 10. 2 Cor. 1. 12. James 2. Io. 
1. I Cor. 15. 58. Rom. 12. 11. Tie. 2. 14. 2 Fee. 1. 

6. 1 Cor. 16. 13. Marth 10. 6. Eph. 5. 15. 

. Queſt. 10. pat ought we to do when „ tranſ- 
groſſed any of the divine Laws, in order to obtain Pardon 
"Anſw. We ſhould repent us truly of our Sins, con- 
feſſing them before God, and earneſtly imploring his 

| Mercy thro? Jeſus Chriſt ; we ſhould ſincerely reſolye, 

and heartily endeavour, char wherein we have done Ini- 

- Quity, we will do ſo no more, but will for the future 
reform what has been done amiſs, and walk in New- 
neſs of Lite. Acts 3. 19. 1 Fobn r. 9. and 2. lo 2. 

Job. 34. 31, 32. Rom. 6. 4. 

Queſt. 11. pat Inſtruttions hath our Lord given us 
comerning the Duty of Prayer? | 
Anſw. He bath taught us to offer u2 our r Prayers and 
all our Devotions unto God in his Name, and to pray 
after this manner, Our Father which art in Heaven; 
Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy 
Will be done in Earth, as it is in Heayen. Give us 
this Day our daily Bread, And forgive us our Treſpaſles, 
as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us. And lead 
us not jatg Temptation; But deliver us from Evil. 
Amen. 
Queſt. 12. Are we not required i in Scriptyre to bow | 
publick Aſemblies for the Morſbip of God, and our In- 
ſtruction in Religion? | | 
Anſw. It appears from ſeveral Paſſages of Holy 
Scripture, that it js our Duty to aſſemble our ſelves to- 
gether in united Societies for publick Worſhip and In- 

„  ftruQtion, and the firſt Day of the Week, common! 

Called the Lord'-Day, bath in all Ages of the Caurch 

. þe-n feta 3 tor 1 end. And wi and 9d Texpberny | 
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FS Cor) 
bars been planing Pei lies: A 
6. F andy. 3 1. and 13. Wand 14. 23, 27- and 15. — 
35. 41, and 20. 17, 28. 1 Tre II. 16, 17418, 20, 22g © 
33. 34. and 14. 5, 19, 23, 26, 35.and 16. I, 19. Ga E 8. 
1. 2» 22. 1 Tim. 1. 1. Heb. 10. 19, 25. 3 Fo bn 1 
Rev. 1. 4. 20. Eph. 4. 11, 12. 1 Tim. 3. 1, 2. 3 'Y 
and 5. 17. 2 Tim. 2.2. Tit. 1. 5, 9. 1 Fer. 5. 3. 4 
Queſt. 13. Hath Feſus C N appointed any Rite 7 
Aamiſſion into bis Church? | 
Anſw. He hath appointed Bap:iſm, that is, a Waſh» 
ing with Water into the Nam: of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, in Token of becoming Diſciples + 
of Chriſt, Members of his Church, and being obliged 0 
to obey his Laws. Matth. 28. 19, 20. Row. 6. 3, 4. | 
Quett. 14. Hath Feſus Chriſt appointed any Memorial 


of bis Sufferings and Death ? - 
Anſw. He hath commanded us to take Bread an = * | 


Wiae, and having given Tnanke, to eat of the Breads | 
and drink of the Wine, with Reverence and Devoti- # 4 
on, in thankful Remembrance that be died for us- and 
in Teſtimony of our Union and Fellowſhip with bim, 
and wich all our Chriſtian Brethren. 1 Cor. 11. © 33s 29. 1 
and 10. 16, 17. _— 
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